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Reply to

Tanya Cownie

xxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx

??? 

Our ref 33744938
Date 31 May 2023

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Tanya Cownie
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
I am pleased to provide some of the information you have requested. I have 
detailed below the information.
 
I can confirm that the remainder of the information you have requested is held 
by Bristol City Council. However, I'm unable to give this to you.
 
**Use of this exemption requires agreement from the Council's Monitoring 
Officer ('qualified person' under the FOI Act). Please contact the 
Information Governance team (xxxx.xxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx) for further 
advice on this exemption.**
 
 
The information is exempt from disclosure under Section 36(2)(b)(i) of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FoIA). Disclosure of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the ability to give free and frank advice. This is for the following 
reasons:

• [Enter details]

OR
 
The information is exempt from disclosure under Section 36(2)(b)(ii) of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FoIA). Disclosure of the information would be likely 
to prejudice the ability to have free and frank exchange of views for the 
purposes of deliberation. This is for the following reasons:
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• [Enter details]

OR
 
The information is exempt from disclosure under Section 36(2 (c) of the 
Freedom of Information Act (FoIA). Disclosure of this information would be likely 
to prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs. This is for the following 
reasons:

• [Enter details]

To use this exemption we are required to undertake a public interest test. The 
matters which were considered in applying the public interest test are as 
follows:
 
Factors in favour of disclosure
There is a public interest in the harbour review and specifically by those with 
boats in the harbour in relation to the charging, on which the report contains 
recommendations. There is understandably an expectation that decisions 
relating to such matters take place in an open and transparent manner.
 
Factors in favour of withholding
It is important that council has a safe space in which to develop policies and 
formulate decisions. 
Disclosure of the requested information would inhibit the ability of council 
officers to have full and frank discussions relating to the future of the harbour. 
Decisions in relation to this matter will be taken at Cabinet and the pertinent 
information relating to the recommendations/decision will be put into the public 
domain at this time.
 
It is considered that the greater public interest therefore lies in not providing the 
information at this time. In coming to that conclusion, the public interest in 
providing the information has been carefully weighed against any prejudice to 
the public interest that might arise from withholding the information; in all the 
circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption 
outweighs the public interest in disclosing the information.
 
This response therefore acts as a refusal notice under section 17 of the FoIA.

 

 
Please quote the reference number 33744938 in any future communications.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to 
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ask for an internal review. Internal review requests should be submitted within 
two months of the date of receipt of the response to your original letter and 
should be sent to xxxxxxxxxx.xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xxx.xx.
 
 

If you are still dissatisfied with the Council’s response after the internal review 
you have a right of appeal to the Information Commissioner at:

The Information Commissioner's Office
Wycliffe House
Water Lane
Wilmslow
Cheshire SK9 5AF.
Telephone: 0303 123 1113

Website: www.ico.gov.uk

 
I will now close your request as of this date.
 

Yours faithfully
 
 

Nicholas Mimmack
Lawyer
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