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Annex A  - How to determine British Nationality. 

START 
Was the person born in 
the United Kingdom 
before 1/1/83? 

Person is automatically a 
British national. 
SR should see person’s 
birth certificate or 
passport. 

Was one of the *parents 
born in the United 
Kingdom country? 

*Where the child was born within marriage then he/she will be able to take the nationality 
of either parent. Where child born outside marriage, he/she will take the nationality of 
his/her mother. If the parents subsequently remarry, he/she may also take the nationality 
of the father, from the date of the marriage.  
Where a person claims to be entitled to British nationality by another route, they should be 
advised to contact the Home Office Nationality Group for appropriate evidence. 

Does the party wishing to 
give notice have a British 
passport see M3.2  

Does the party giving 
notice have either a 
registration or a 
naturalisation certificate? 

Does the party wishing to 
give notice have a full 
birth certificate and  
documentary evidence 
that their parent was born 
in the United Kingdom? 

Accept notice 

of marriage 

You must NOT accept the 
notice and you should 
advise the person giving 
notice to contact the 
Home Office Nationality 
Group  

You must NOT accept the 
notice without relevant 
evidence. See M3.2 
For further advice ring 
The General Register 
Office  
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