
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Referendums in Scotland'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1] 

abcdefgh  pÅçíä~åÇ=lÑÑáÅÉ=

=

 

Dover House

Mr Michael Bimmler  

Whitehall 
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Our Ref: DB 1244 

 

11 May 2017 

Dear Mr Bimmler, 
 
Thank you for your email of 7 April 2017 to the Scotland Office, which we received on 
10 April, regarding your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act. You 
requested: 

‘any internal note, paper, advice, memorandum, briefing or ministerial submission held in 
your records which discusses the Scottish Government's legal powers to hold a referendum 
on Scottish independence, whether binding or advisory, without asking the UK Government 
for permission to do so.’ 

You asked us to consider files from 1 January 2017. Earlier you had requested the same 
information from the last five years. 

The FOI Act obliges us to respond to requests promptly, and in any event no later than 
20 working days after receiving your request. However, under section 17(2), where a public 
authority is relying on a claim that any provision of Part II of the Act which relates to the 
duty under the Act to confirm or deny whether the authority holds the requested information, 
is relevant to the request, it must inform the requestor if no decision has been reached as to 
the application of those provisions. The provisions in question in Part II of the Act may not 
be provisions specified in section 2(3). The provisions in Part II relevant to your request are 
sections 28(1), 35(1)(a), 35(1)(c), and 42(1). None of those provisions are specified in 
section 2(3).  

The public authority must also give the requestor an estimate of the date by which the 
authority expects the decision will have been reached. In your case we estimate we will be 
able to let you have a response by Friday 16 June. If it appears that it will take longer than 
that to reach a conclusion, we will keep you informed.  

If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me at the address above.  

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and you 
wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, you should write to: 

FOI Officer 
1 Melville Crescent 
EDINBURGH 
EH3 7HW 
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If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you have the right to apply 
directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The contact details are: 

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
CHESHIRE 
SK9 5AF 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Guy Arnold 

 

 
 
 




    

  

  
