
 

 
 

 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage, Battleby, Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW  
Tel 01738 444177  Fax 01738 458611  www.nature.scot  

 

Ms Connie Dawson 
 
By email: request-526695-7da21285@whatdotheyknow.com  
 
Our Ref: SIR152853/A2766950      13 November 2018 
 
 
Dear Ms Dawson 
 
Information Request – Red Squirrels 
 
Thank you for your information request, which we received on 16 October.  We have 
considered your request under the Environmental Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 
(‘the EIRs’).   
 
Your Request 
 

“I am requesting to know the total amount in GBP (£) spent by SNH on conserving the 
red squirrel in the year 2017. If possible, I would also like to know the total amount in 
GBP (£) spent by SNH on conserving the red squirrel so far in 2018. 
 
If figures for these specific years are not available please provide any relevant figures 
you have on the cost of red squirrel conservation in Scotland.”  

 
Our Response 
 
SNH is a partner in the Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels (SSRS) project, a partnership project 
that is working to ensure red squirrels continue to be a part of Scotland’s special native 
wildlife.  More information about the project is available on the website, 
https://scottishsquirrels.org.uk/.   
 
Our contribution to the SSRS project in 2016/17 was £110,000, and our contribution in 
2017/18 was £70,000.  Our contribution in 2018/19 is scheduled to be £70,000.   
 
This funding pattern reflects a shift from SNH being a main funder of Saving Scotland's Red 
Squirrels, to a reduced level of contribution during the Heritage Lottery Fund supported phase 
of the project - ‘Saving Scotland's Red Squirrels Developing Community Action Project’. 
 
Between 2016 - 2018 we made an additional contribution of £15,000 to the UK Squirrel 
Accord, http://squirrelaccord.uk/, towards activities aligned with the work of SSRS. 
 
How We Handled Your Request 
 
We believe you have asked for environmental information as defined in the Environmental 
Information (Scotland) Regulations 2004 (‘the EIRs’), so we are dealing with your request 
under those regulations.  To be able to use the EIRs, we must apply an exemption under 
section 39(2) of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002 (‘FOISA’).  The Scottish 
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Information Commissioner’s guidance recommends that public authorities apply this 
exemption to environmental information and handle requests under the EIRs.  
 
If you would like to find out more about the access to information legislation, there is a 
guidance booklet available on the Scottish Information Commissioner’s website: 
 
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/nmsruntime/saveasdialog.aspx?lID=5487&sID=5024. 
 
Review and Appeal 
 
I hope this information meets your requirements but if you are dissatisfied with how we have 
responded to your information request, please write to us within 40 working days explaining 
your concerns.  You can contact us at Battleby, Redgorton, Perth, PH1 3EW or email us at 
FOI@nature.scot.  We will carry out a review of our response and contact you with our 
findings within 20 working days. 
 
If you are not satisfied following this, you can make an appeal to the Scottish Information 
Commissioner.  The Scottish Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Scottish Information Commissioner 
Kinburn Castle 
Doubledykes Road 
St Andrews 
Fife 
KY16 9DS 
 
Online appeal service: www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal  
 
Website: http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/  
 
Telephone: 01334 464610 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Rhoda Davidson 
 
Rhoda Davidson 
Information Officer 
FOI@nature.scot 

 


