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Dear Mr Gledhill, 
 
Request for Information under the Freedom of Information (FOI) Act  
 
Further to my letter dated 12 December 2013 I am writing to provide you with a response to your 
FOI request in which you asked for the following information: 
 
I refer to RSRC/58(1) Radiological Safety Regulations Christmas Island March 1958.  These 
regulations cover British Nuclear Tests March 1958 onwards.  Please provide a copy of the 
regulations covering British Nuclear Tests prior to March 1958. 
 
I have treated your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. 
 
I am writing to advise you that, following a search of paper and electronic records, I can 
confirm that the Ministry of Defence does hold information in scope of your request.  A 
number of documents are enclosed and are listed below.  Section 40(2) (Personal Data) 
has been applied to some of the information in order to protect personal information as 
governed by the Data Protection Act 1998. Section 40 of the FOI Act is an absolute 
exemption and there is therefore no requirement to consider the public interest in making a 
decision to withhold the information.   
 
Documents Enclosed 
 
‘Hurricane Trial Orders’, (undated) 
 
‘Radiation Safety Regulations Maralinga Range’, RSMR/55(2), Second (Provisional) 
Edition, dated 1 March 1955.  It is regretted that this document is of poor quality. 
 
‘Operation Mosaic Joint Operational Plan Section E – Radiological Safety Regulations’, 
January 1956. 
 
‘Operation Buffalo Radiation Safety Regulations’, undated. 
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‘Radiological Safety Regulations for Operation Grapple’, RSRG 57(1), 1st (Provisional) 
Edition, undated. 
 
Some of the information identified as in scope of your request is exempt under Section 
21(2)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act because it is reasonably accessible to you by 
other means.  It is already in the public domain and is available through The National 
Archives (TNA).  The information can be ordered from TNA with the references as shown 
below and you can view the TNA catalogue entries via the links provided.  Alternatively, 
you may wish to contact the TNA by telephone on 02088763444 or write to The National 
Archives, Kew Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU. 
 
Documents in TNA with TNA References and Catalogue Entry Links  
 
‘Operation Totem Radiological Safety Orders’ HPG/3007 dated 14 August 1953.  TNA 
reference ES 1/832. 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/SearchUI/s/res?_q=ES+1%2F832 
 
 
‘Radiological Safety Regulations Maralinga Range’ First Edition, 1 January 1955.  TNA 
reference ES 1/393. 
‘Radiological Safety Regulations Maralinga’ Fourth (Provisional) Edition, RSRM 55(4), 
undated. TNA reference also ES 1/393. 
‘Radiological Safety Regulations Maralinga’, RSRM/56(5), March 1956. TNA reference 
also ES 1/393. 
http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/SearchUI/s/res?_q=ES+1%2F393 
 
 
If you are not satisfied with this response or wish to complain about any aspect of the 
handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal 
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an 
independent internal review by contacting the Deputy Chief Information Officer, 2nd Floor, 
MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx). Please note that 
any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date on 
which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of 
Information Act.  Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your 
case until the MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the role 
and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's 
website, http://www.ico.gov.uk. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
DE&S Policy Secretariat 

 

 

 




    

  

  
