
 
 
 
 

Dear Mr McGartland   

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000 - Reference No. F-2011-03628   

  
I refer to the above and your request for an internal review of the decision regarding:- 
 
[Arising from previous request F-2011-02618] 
 
“Please supply me with all documents and other information concerning above i.e. all 
correspondence, written notes and records to and from the PSNI’s Central FOI Unit 
including copy of their ‘final response’. …Please also include all written notes that will 
have been created while dealing with this request as well as all correspondence, other 
documents, emails, telephone notes/records etc.” 
 
I have carried out a review of how the initial request was processed and the exemption 
applied. When carrying out the review I have looked at the matter completely afresh and have 
revisited all considerations and decisions reached. 
 
The request has been treated as applicant blind and the identity of the requester has not been 
an overriding factor in arriving at the decision reached. As in every case, PSNI must be 
mindful that release of information under FOIA is a release into the public domain, not just to 
the requester, and accordingly that there must be careful consideration of any harm caused by 
disclosure and the where the public interest lies. 
 
There is a general right of access to information held by public authorities pursuant to 
s.1(1)(a) and s.1(1)(b) of FOIA which states that a person is entitled to:- 
 

□ Be informed in writing by the public authority if it holds the information; and 
□ To have that information supplied. 

 
This is of course subject to any applicable exemptions being engaged. 
 
The original decision concerning your request was set out in the response which was sent to 
you on 2nd December 2011. The decision comprised a s.17 refusal notice on the grounds that 
s.40(1)(2)(a)&(b) and s.40(3)(a)(i) were engaged – exemption for personal information. 
 



Having considered the matter carefully, I am not satisfied that the said exemptions are 
engaged in relation to this information. Accordingly the decision of my review is to release the 
information requested subject to redactions on grounds of relevance and for personal 
information contained therein. The information requested is attached and the redacted 
portions have been ‘stamped’ to identify the appropriate exemptions relied upon which are 
discussed below. 
 
In relation to the redacted portions, s.17(1) of FOIA requires a public authority when refusing 
to provide information  to provide the applicant with a notice that:- 
 

(a) States that fact; 
(b) Specifies the exemption in question; and  
(c) States (if that would not be otherwise apparent) why the exemption applies. 

 
This letter should be taken as a s.17 refusal notice in relation to the redacted portions of the 
supplied information. 
 
S. 40 of FOIA relates to the exemption from disclosure for Personal Information. Under s.40(1) 
information is exempt information if it constitutes personal data of which the applicant is the 
data subject. Under s.40(2) information is exempt if it constitutes personal data which do not 
fall within subsection (1) and either of the two conditions are satisfied – namely that disclosure 
would contravene the data protection principles or would cause damage and distress. 
Personal data means data that relate to a living individual who can be identified from those 
data or from those data and other information that is in the possession of, or likely to come 
into the possession, of the data controller. 
 
The data protection principles require that data must be:- 
 

(1) Fairly and lawfully processed; 
(2) Processed for limited purposes; 
(3) Adequate, relevant and not excessive; 
(4) Accurate and up to date; 
(5) Not kept for longer than is necessary; 
(6) Processed in line with the data subject’s rights; 
(7) Secure; and 
(8) Not transferred to other countries without adequate protection. 

 
The redacted portions contain personal data, namely the names and contact details of 
individuals, and I am satisfied that the information is exempt as disclosure would breach 
principles (1), (2), (3) and (6) as disclosure under an FOIA request would result in publication 
of the personal data ‘to the world’. The personal data is also not relevant to the subject of the 
request. 
 



Where within the information there was material which was not relevant to the request, in 
particular that it consisted of information that was not requested, the redactions have been 
marked accordingly. 
 
If you remain unhappy about how your request has been handled you have the right to apply 
directly to the information Commissioner. The Information Commissioner’s address is:- 
 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
        
LEGAL ADVISER (C0233048) 

 
























































































































































































































































