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From:

Robert Ellam

Sent:

10 October 2014 09:03

To:

Roderick Brown

Cc:

xxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx; Paul Younger; David Newall (Secretary of Court); David Fearn

Subject:

RE: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies

Dear Rod/Fin/Paul/Davids 
 
I’m in Japan but back in the office on Tuesday.  I have briefed Fin who, I understand, is going to attend the meeting 
on my (and his own) behalf.  Three points: 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
I trust you will include these issues in your discussion. 
 
Rob 
 
‐‐‐  
Professor Rob M. Ellam FRSE 
Director 
Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre 
Rankine Avenue 
East Kilbride 
G75 0QF 
Scotland, UK 
 
Direct: + 44 (0) 1355 270130  
PA: + 44 (0) 1355 270100 
Fax: + 44 (0) 1355 229898  
Mobile: + 44 (0)771 472 1503  
‐‐‐ 
Web of Science Researcher ID B‐7878‐2009  
‐‐ ‐ 
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From:

Fin Stuart <finlaystuart

>

Sent:

09 October 2014 22:20

To:

David Newall (Secretary of Court)

Cc:

Roderick Brown; Paul Younger; Robert Ellam; Maggie Cusack; The Principal; John 

Marsh; David Fearn

Subject:

Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies

Dear David,  

Given the importance of this decision (& subsequent publicity) I plan to come to the meeting tomorrow. 

Can I suggest that it deals with the wider issue of how GU deals with hydrocarbon industry-facing research, 

and is not restricted to 1 DTP.  

Fin 

 
Sent from my iPhone 

 
On 9 Oct 2014, at 19:23, "David Newall (Secretary of Court)" <xxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> wrote: 

Dear Roderick  

 
Thanks for the message.   

 
I'm meeting with Paul at 10.30 tomorrow - specifically re the NERC DTC - and it might be useful then 

to discuss these wider concerns.  Would you be able to join us? 

 
David 

 
 
 
David Newall 

Secretary of Court & Director of Administration 

University of Glasgow 

Glasgow G12 8QQ 

0141 330 4246 

 

From: Roderick Brown 

Sent: 09 October 2014 17:49 

To: Paul Younger 

Cc: David Newall (Secretary of Court); Robert Ellam; Maggie Cusack; The Principal; John Marsh; 

Finlay Stuart; David Fearn 

Subject: Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

Dear David, 

 
In Maggie's absence I am responding on behalf of GES given the 

importance and urgency of this issue. You should be aware 

that, in addition to the NERC DTP matter which has surfaced 

immediately, there is likely to be embarrassment, at least, 

and loss of research funding, legal hassle and cost at worst, 

related to a new contract being signed between GU and the 

newly established Oil and Gas Innovation Centre (SFC funded) 

as we speak. In addition our school, and therefore the 

university I assume, has legal contracts with the European 

Union and the Volcanic Margins Research Consortium that 

secures very significant research funding (cash and PhD 

student scholarships) sourced directly from numerous petroleum 
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Given these research relationships and contracts I would like 

to note our alarm at the manner and tone in which this 

decision has been articulated, and to request that some effort 

is made to clarify that this research activity and especially 

research training of graduate students relating to and/or in 

collaboration with the hydrocarbon industries will not be 

censored or barred in any way by the university. It would be 

useful if some effort was made at the senior management level 

to clarify this via the media. 

 
Regards, Roderick  

 
On 09/10/2014 17:05, Paul Younger wrote:  
Dear David 
  
The awkward question which Fin feared (in his email below) has already arrived – please see 
attachment. (I was copied into this, as this is a relationship which I brokered for Glasgow). Maggie 
isn’t here until the 20th so I will need to respond to 

before then. 

  
So already NERC CDT funding is in jeopardy – great result!  
  
It is therefore of no small urgency that the form of words with Fin requests be made available to 
those of us in research who are now dealing with the intellectual and financial fall‐out of this 
damaging posturing.  
  
Best wishes 
  
Paul Younger 
  
Professor Paul L Younger FREng 
Rankine Chair of Engineering and 
Professor of Energy Engineering 
Room 623c James Watt Building (South) 
  
X 5042 
Mob. 07711 391 066 
  
Email: xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
Web: http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/engineering/staff/paulyounger/ 
  
  
  
From: Finlay Stuart [mailto:finlaystuart

  

Sent: 09 October 2014 13:38 

To: David Newall (Secretary of Court) 

Cc: Paul Younger; Robert Ellam 

Subject: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

  
Dear David, 

  
I am extremely perplexed by the decision of Court to "fully" disinvest in fossil fuel 

companies.  You are no doubt being bombarded with reasons why this is a fatuous and 

pointless decision, so I will not reiterate them. 

  

2



[bookmark: 4]I want to know specifically how this decision affects research contacts with this industry.   

  
I am in the middle of negotiating a research contract worth a little short of 1M pounds with 

an oil major.  When they ask me why they should continue with the negotiation I should have 

an unequivocal and positive answer.   

  
Can you please tell me urgently the University policy on research contracts and funding with 

these same companies. Preferably one that does not sound too hypocritical. 

  
Best wishes 

  
Fin 

  
-------- 

Prof. Fin Stuart   

Isotope Geosciences, 

SUERC 

East Kilbride G75 0QF 

  
t: 01355 270133 

m: 07970073758 

e: xxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 

  
  
  
 
 
--  

 
Roderick Brown 

School of Geographical and Earth Sciences 

College of Science and Engineering 

University of Glasgow 

University Avenue 

Glasgow, G12 8QQ 

 
Tel. Int+ 44 (0)141 3305460 

xxxxxxxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
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From:

Maggie Cusack

Sent:

09 October 2014 21:24

To:

David Newall (Secretary of Court)

Cc:

Roderick Brown; Paul Younger; Robert Ellam; The Principal; John Marsh; Finlay Stuart; 

David Fearn

Subject:

Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies

Dear David 

I am currently on holiday abroad and learned of this today on my BBC newsfeed. I have to say that I am 

dismayed at the news and the route at which I found out something so important to my school.  

We has provided data on the breadth and depth of our involvement in terms of research and teaching.  

May I ask that I am kept informed from here on in because the ramifications for GES are massive.  

Maggie  

 
___________________________ 

Professor Maggie Cusack, FRSE 

Head of School of Geographical & Earth Sciences  

University of Glasgow  

Glasgow 

G12 8QQ 

 
Tel: +44 (0)141 330 5491/4224 

http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/ges/staff/maggiecusack/ 

Twitter: @Maggie_Cusack 

 
The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401 

 
On 9 Oct 2014, at 19:23, "David Newall (Secretary of Court)" <xxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> wrote: 

Dear Roderick  

 
Thanks for the message.   

 
I'm meeting with Paul at 10.30 tomorrow - specifically re the NERC DTC - and it might be useful then 

to discuss these wider concerns.  Would you be able to join us? 

 
David 

 
 
 
David Newall 

Secretary of Court & Director of Administration 

University of Glasgow 

Glasgow G12 8QQ 

0141 330 4246 

 

From: Roderick Brown 

Sent: 09 October 2014 17:49 

To: Paul Younger 

Cc: David Newall (Secretary of Court); Robert Ellam; Maggie Cusack; The Principal; John Marsh; 

Finlay Stuart; David Fearn 

Subject: Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

Dear David, 
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[bookmark: 6]In Maggie's absence I am responding on behalf of GES given the 

importance and urgency of this issue. You should be aware 

that, in addition to the NERC DTP matter which has surfaced 

immediately, there is likely to be embarrassment, at least, 

and loss of research funding, legal hassle and cost at worst, 

related to a new contract being signed between GU and the 

newly established Oil and Gas Innovation Centre (SFC funded) 

as we speak. In addition our school, and therefore the 

university I assume, has legal contracts with the European 

Union and the Volcanic Margins Research Consortium that 

secures very significant research funding (cash and PhD 

student scholarships) sourced directly from numerous petroleum 

industry reasarch collaborators. 

 
Given these research relationships and contracts I would like 

to note our alarm at the manner and tone in which this 

decision has been articulated, and to request that some effort 

is made to clarify that this research activity and especially 

research training of graduate students relating to and/or in 

collaboration with the hydrocarbon industries will not be 

censored or barred in any way by the university. It would be 

useful if some effort was made at the senior management level 

to clarify this via the media. 

 
Regards, Roderick  

 
On 09/10/2014 17:05, Paul Younger wrote:  
Dear David 
  
The awkward question which Fin feared (in his email below) has already arrived – please see 
attachment. (I was copied into this, as this is a relationship which I brokered for Glasgow). Maggie 
isn’t here until the 20th so I will need to respond to 

before then. 

  
So already NERC CDT funding is in jeopardy – great result!  
  
It is therefore of no small urgency that the form of words with Fin requests be made available to 
those of us in research who are now dealing with the intellectual and financial fall‐out of this 
damaging posturing.  
  
Best wishes 
  
Paul Younger 
  
Professor Paul L Younger FREng 
Rankine Chair of Engineering and 
Professor of Energy Engineering 
Room 623c James Watt Building (South) 
  
X 5042 
Mob. 07711 391 066 
  
Email: xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
Web: http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/engineering/staff/paulyounger/ 
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Sent: 09 October 2014 13:38 

To: David Newall (Secretary of Court) 

Cc: Paul Younger; Robert Ellam 

Subject: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

  
Dear David, 

  
I am extremely perplexed by the decision of Court to "fully" disinvest in fossil fuel 

companies.  You are no doubt being bombarded with reasons why this is a fatuous and 

pointless decision, so I will not reiterate them. 

  
I want to know specifically how this decision affects research contacts with this industry.   

  
I am in the middle of negotiating a research contract worth a little short of 1M pounds with 

an oil major.  When they ask me why they should continue with the negotiation I should have 

an unequivocal and positive answer.   

  
Can you please tell me urgently the University policy on research contracts and funding with 

these same companies. Preferably one that does not sound too hypocritical. 

  
Best wishes 

  
Fin 

  
-------- 

Prof. Fin Stuart   

Isotope Geosciences, 

SUERC 

East Kilbride G75 0QF 

  
t: 01355 270133 

m: 07970073758 

e: xxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 

  
  
  
 
 
--  

 
Roderick Brown 

School of Geographical and Earth Sciences 

College of Science and Engineering 

University of Glasgow 

University Avenue 

Glasgow, G12 8QQ 

 
Tel. Int+ 44 (0)141 3305460 

xxxxxxxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
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From:

Miles Padgett

Sent:

09 October 2014 19:51

To:

David Newall (Secretary of Court)

Cc:

Jonathan Cooper; Paul Younger; Neal Juster

Subject:

Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies

hi david 

 
see below 

 
i assume that you will  send fin a suitable form of words after you have seen paul tomorrow -- that he can 

relay to our funders? 

 
you may know that EPSRC have also been in contact with anne anderson 

 
did the working party consider the words we should use to respond to such approaches? 

  
if so please do send a copy of the words to me and i will use them to answer questions 

 
i dont want to say the wrong thing 

 
many thanks 

 
miles 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On 9 Oct 2014, at 18:11, Paul Younger <xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> wrote: 

 
 
Hi Miles 
  
Sure, we understand that, but our fear is the impact on sponsors attitudes to us: the University has made a public 
statement of opprobrium of the entire hydrocarbons sector, and they are unlikely to take kindly to that when we ask 
THEM for investment in our research (as the query from the NERC Oil & Gas CDT Coordinator shows)  ... 
  
P 
  
From: Miles Padgett  

Sent: 09 October 2014 18:08 

To: Paul Younger 

Cc: Jonathan Cooper; Neal Juster 

Subject: Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

  
paul 

  
thanks for letting us know 
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[bookmark: 9]to be clear the decision relates to our investment portfolio NOT our research strategy  nor the associated 

funding 

  
please do copy neal juster in on any further developments 

  
yours 

  
miles 

  
  
On 9 Oct 2014, at 17:42, Paul Younger <xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> wrote: 

 
 
 
Miles 

  
It occurs to me you need to know about this stooshie. 

  
P 

 
Sent from my iPhone 

 
Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Younger <xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> 

Date: 9 October 2014 17:11:27 BST 

To: "David Newall (Secretary of Court)" <xxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> 

Cc: Robert Ellam <xxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx>, Maggie Cusack 

<xxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx>, The Principal <xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx>, John Marsh 

<xxxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx>, Finlay Stuart <finlaystuart

>, David Fearn 

<xxxxx.xxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> 

Subject: RE: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

Yes, David, I can pop over at 10:30 tomorrow 
  
Paul Y 
  
From: David Newall (Secretary of Court)  

Sent: 09 October 2014 17:11 

To: Paul Younger 

Cc: Robert Ellam; Maggie Cusack; The Principal; John Marsh; Finlay Stuart; David Fearn 

Subject: Re: URGENT! RE: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

  
Paul 

  
Are you around and able to meet to discuss this tomorrow? 

  
I can be available from 10.30. 

  
David 

 
Sent from my iPad 

 
On 9 Oct 2014, at 17:05, "Paul Younger" <xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx> wrote: 
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[bookmark: 10]Dear David 
  
The awkward question which Fin feared (in his email below) has already arrived – 
please see attachment. (I was copied into this, as this is a relationship which I 
brokered for Glasgow). Maggie isn’t here until the 20th so I will need to respond to 

before then. 

  
So already NERC CDT funding is in jeopardy – great result!  
  
It is therefore of no small urgency that the form of words with Fin requests be made 
available to those of us in research who are now dealing with the intellectual and 
financial fall‐out of this damaging posturing.  
  
Best wishes 
  
Paul Younger 
  
Professor Paul L Younger FREng 
Rankine Chair of Engineering and 
Professor of Energy Engineering 
Room 623c James Watt Building (South) 
  
X 5042 
Mob. 07711 391 066 
  
Email: xxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
Web: http://www.gla.ac.uk/schools/engineering/staff/paulyounger/ 
  
  
  
From: Finlay Stuart [mailto:finlaystuart

 

Sent: 09 October 2014 13:38 

To: David Newall (Secretary of Court) 

Cc: Paul Younger; Robert Ellam 

Subject: GU divestment in fossil fuel companies 

  
Dear David, 

  
I am extremely perplexed by the decision of Court to "fully" disinvest in fossil 

fuel companies.  You are no doubt being bombarded with reasons why this is 

a fatuous and pointless decision, so I will not reiterate them. 

  
I want to know specifically how this decision affects research contacts with 

this industry.   

  
I am in the middle of negotiating a research contract worth a little short of 1M 

pounds with an oil major.  When they ask me why they should continue with 

the negotiation I should have an unequivocal and positive answer.   

  
Can you please tell me urgently the University policy on research contracts 

and funding with these same companies. Preferably one that does not sound 

too hypocritical. 

  
Best wishes 

  
Fin 
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Prof. Fin Stuart   

Isotope Geosciences, 

SUERC 

East Kilbride G75 0QF 

  
t: 01355 270133 

m: 07970073758 

e: xxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 

  
  
  
<mime-attachment> 

  
Miles Padgett FRS FRSE 

Kelvin Chair of Natural Philosophy 

and Vice Principal (Research) 

University of Glasgow 

Glasgow 

Scotland 

G12 8QQ 

The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401 

 
Group Web Site: http://www.physics.gla.ac.uk/Optics 

E-mail: xxxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 

Researcher ID: http://www.researcherid.com/rid/B-7625-2008 

Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=1OXAatkAAAAJ 

  
 
Miles Padgett FRS FRSE 

Kelvin Chair of Natural Philosophy 

and Vice Principal (Research) 

University of Glasgow 

Glasgow 

Scotland 

G12 8QQ 

The University of Glasgow, charity number SC004401 

 
Group Web Site: http://www.physics.gla.ac.uk/Optics 

E-mail: xxxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 

Researcher ID: http://www.researcherid.com/rid/B-7625-2008 

Google Scholar: http://scholar.google.co.uk/citations?user=1OXAatkAAAAJ 
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From:

Finlay Stuart <finlaystuart

>

Sent:

09 October 2014 13:38

To:

David Newall (Secretary of Court)

Cc:

Paul Younger; Robert Ellam

Subject:

GU divestment in fossil fuel companies

Dear David, 

 
I am extremely perplexed by the decision of Court to "fully" disinvest in fossil fuel companies.  You are no 

doubt being bombarded with reasons why this is a fatuous and pointless decision, so I will not reiterate 

them. 

 
I want to know specifically how this decision affects research contacts with this industry.   

 
I am in the middle of negotiating a research contract worth a little short of 1M pounds with an oil 

major.  When they ask me why they should continue with the negotiation I should have an unequivocal and 

positive answer.   

 
Can you please tell me urgently the University policy on research contracts and funding with these same 

companies. Preferably one that does not sound too hypocritical. 

 
Best wishes 

 
Fin 

 
-------- 

Prof. Fin Stuart   

Isotope Geosciences, 

SUERC 

East Kilbride G75 0QF 

 
t: 01355 270133 

m: 07970073758 

e: xxx.xxxxxx@xxxxxxx.xx.xx 
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