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George Winter  
 
Via email: 
request-649626-f07df44d@whatdotheyknow.com 
 

 
Date: 09/04/2020 
 
Tel: 01856 888 220 
Fax: 01856 888 211  
Email:  ork-hb.foirequests@nhs.net 
 

 
Dear Mr. Winter, 
 

RE: Freedom of Information Request 201920 / 458 - Statin and Diabetes-Related Medication  
 

Your Query Date of Request February 2020 
1. For 2017/2018 and 2018/2019 what was the expenditure on primary care and secondary care 

prescribing? 
2. For both primary care and secondary care, how much of this expenditure was on statin and other 

lipid-lowering medication and on diabetes-related medication? 
3. Could you please give a breakdown of expenditure on the specific diabetes-related medications 

involved? eg insulin, metformin etc. 
 
Response 

1. 2017(18)  Primary Care Prescribing Spend £3.978m 
2018(19)  Primary Care Prescribing Spend £3.947m 
 
2017(18)  Secondary Care Drugs Cost £617k 
2018(19)  Secondary Care Drugs Cost £615k 
 

2. Please see attached spreadsheet. 

 
3. NHSO Diabetes Medication Spend Secondary Care 

 
Medication  2017(18) 2018(19) 
Statins £289 £247 
Insulin £1639 £1481 
Gliptins £45 £189 
Biguanides £113 £100 
Sulphonylureas £41 £58 

 
 
 
I hope this helps with your request.  
 
NHS Orkney is a small remote and rural health board within Scotland.  All responses to Freedom of 
Information requests are collated in accordance with the terms of the Freedom of Information (Scotland) 
Act 2002. 
 
Under section 20 (1) of the Act, if you are dissatisfied with the way NHS Orkney has dealt with your 
request, you have a right to ask for a review of our actions and decisions in relation to your request. 
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A request for review should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this letter and NHS Orkney will 
reply within 20 working days of receipt. Review requests should be sent in writing to Dr Louise Wilson, 
Director of Public Health, NHS Orkney, Garden House, New Scapa Road, Kirkwall, Orkney KW15 1BQ or 
by e-mail via ork-hb.foirequests@nhs.net. 
 
Requests for appeal should be made in writing to: Scottish Information Commissioner, Kinburn Castle, 
Doubledykes Road, St Andrews, Fife, KY16 9DS.  Telephone: 01334 464610, Fax: 01334 464611, e.mail: 
enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info or on the online appeal portal www.itspublicknowledge.info/Appeal. 
  
FOI responses (subject to the removal of personal information) are published on NHS Orkney’s website at: 
http://www.ohb.scot.nhs.uk/foi-response-disclosure-log.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Freedom of Information Officer 
NHS Orkney 
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