Policy on accommodation

Policy statement

Children’s Services will ensure that children in need are, when

necessary, able to be looked after by the local authority without
recourse to Court orders.

Policy status
Children Act 1989

Key points

ks
2.

Children should be brought up within their own families.

The role of the local authority is to provide family support
services to enable this to happen when it is consistent with the
child’s welfare.

. No child should become looked after until there has been a

proper assessment of the child’s needs and consideration of
family, community, Social Services or other agency resources
which will support the child with their parents or extended
family.

Children are "looked after” by the local authority irrespective of
whether they are accommodated or subject of a care order.
These requirements relate to “looked after children” regardless
of their legal status.

A child may be accommodated by the local authority with the
agreement of a parent or a person with parental responsibility.

Parents and people with parental responsibility retain their legal
status in decision making with regard to their child when
accommodated.

Parents and people with parental responsibility for a child who is
subject of a Care Order must be included in decision making
with regard to the child where it is consistent with child’s
welfare.

If, in exceptional circumstances, the local authority deems it to
be appropriate children who are aged 16 and over can be
accommodated without the agreement of their parents or people
with parental responsibility.

A local authority cannot provide accommodation for a child if a
person with parental responsibility is both willing and able to
look after the child and does not want the local authority to
accommodate the child. This is not the case if either, the child
is over 16 and wishes to remain or become accommodated, or
another person with a residence order wishes the child to be
accommodated.
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10.Any person with parental responsibility for the child may at any
time remove them from accommodation unless the child is over
16 and wishes to remain accommodated.

11.In circumstances where there is a residence order in force and
the child is accommodated it should be noted that no other
person with parental responsibility can remove that child from
accommodation.

Standards

1. Decisions can only be made by local authority staff and carers
with the agreement of people with parental responsibility unless,
following agreement from a relevant manager that it is the best
interests of the child to do otherwise.
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