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Dear Mr Jarman 
 
Thank you for your request concerning the administration of police injury pensions. Your specific request was as 
follows. 
 
When an injury pension is first granted (under Article 11 of the Police (Injury Benefit) Regulations 2006), or when 
an injury pension is reviewed (under Article 37-(1) of the Police (Injury Benefit) Regulations 2006) a Selected 
Medical Practitioner (SMP) is required to decide the degree of disablement, or any alteration in degree of 
disablement, as appropriate. 
 
The Regulations do not set out the method the SMP should use. However, the Home Office provided guidance in 
Part 5 of Guidance On Medical Appeals Under The Police Pensions Regulations 1987 And The Police (Injury 
Benefit) Regulations 2006. 
 
That guidance states, in Paragraph 9, 'The Regulations do not set out a specified procedure for assessing the 
degree of a person's disablement. The Administrative Court has, however, commented that the task in assessing 
earning capacity is to assess what the person is capable of doing and thus capable of earning. It is not a labour 
market assessment of whether somebody would actually pay that person to do what he or she is capable of 
doing, whether or not in competition with other workers. What follows here is the procedure suggested by the 
Home Office. This has no binding authority but it is the procedure which has been followed in most forces and by 
boards over recent years.  
 
I am requesting any documents that record whether or not your force SMP has at any time followed the 
procedure that is set out in the guidance. 
 
If there are multiple documents, then, in order to keep this request as simple as possible, you may provide a list 
allowing ready identification of those documents together with a 'Yes' or 'No' answer to the question, 'Did your 
force SMP at any time follow the procedure set out in the Home Office Guidance On Medical Appeals Under The 
Police Pensions Regulations 1987 And The Police (Injury Benefit) Regulations 2006?' 
 
If the answer is yes, or if you provide a document or documents that indicate the answer would be yes, then will 
you also inform me when this procedure was first brought into operation. 
 
I am able to confirm that your request has been processed under the terms of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000 (FOI) and following enquiries within the Constabulary, I am able to confirm that Hertfordshire Constabulary 
follows the relevant injury regulations.  
 
The Constabulary does not have a specific written policy governing the management and review of police injury 
pensions and does not hold any documents that record whether or not the force SMP has at any time followed the 
procedure that is set out in the guidance. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Alice Duarte 
Freedom of Information Assistant 
Hertfordshire Constabulary provides you the right to request a re-examination of your case under its review procedure.  If you decide to 
request such a review and having followed Hertfordshire Constabulary’s full process and you are still dissatisfied, then you have the right 
to direct your comments to the Information Commissioner who will give it consideration. 
 

Information Governance, Information Compliance Office, Police Headquarters, Stanborough Road,  

Welwyn Garden City, Herts, AL8 6XF 
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