
FOi REVIEW - DECISION NOTICE 

1. Review of the request of Stuart Hardwicke Carruthers (FOi 19-281)

1.1 On 2 June 2019, South Norfolk Council received a Freedom of Information 
request from Stuart Hardwicke Carruthers, requesting the following 
information: 

" Please provide copies of your policies/procedures in relation to: 
a) Ensuring that there is not over-enforcement of planning enforcement

notices;
b) Prosecuting planning enforcement notices that the Council is unable

to prove beyond all reasonable doubt were issued and served by the
Council."

2. Consideration
2.1 On 27 June 2019, the Senior Information Governance Officer and Deputy
Monitoring Officer, Emma Goddard, contacted Mr Carruthers by e-mail to
inform him that this request was regarded as vexatious.

2.2. The decision to rule this request as vexatious was made by the Council 
for the following reasons: 

2.2.1 "Unfounded accusations: You have made many allegations/claims 
against the Council in relation to modifications made to the Council's 
enforcement register and notices. These accusations continue in this 
particular request. As you well know, the Council does not accept your claims 
and has not engaged in activities that you have accused us of. This has been 
subject of previous FOi requests and correspondence and in our opinion, 
make this request vexatious. Previous requests have been answered by 
stating that the information is not held due to the fact that you are seeking 
information which does not exist, which is based on your unfounded 
accusations and claims. This pattern of behaviour appears to be reoccurring 
and is demonstrated in this request, which can also demonstrate 
unreasonable persistence." 

2.2.2 "Unreasonable Persistence: This relates to requests that are used by the 
requester to reopen an issue which has already been addressed by the public 
authority or otherwise subjected to some form of independent scrutiny. I 
understand that Norwich Crown Court struck out your claim against the 
Council that included a reference to the mismanagement of the Council's 
enforcement registers. In addition, I have also stated that the subject of your 
request has been raised in many previous FOi requests." 
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