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Ms Sophie Mason

PAUL JOHNSON

 

DIRECTOR OF RESOURCES &
DEPUTY CHIEF EXECUTIVE

 

Resources Directorate
ICT and Information Governance
Council House
Manor Square,
Solihull West Midlands B91 3QB
Minicom: 0121-704-8058
Tel: 0121 704 6341
www.solihull.gov.uk 
 

Our Ref: 4946016

Please ask for: Lizi Bird

 

 

Date: 14 August 2019

 

 
 
Dear Ms Mason
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000
 
Further to your request for information that we received on 9 August 2019, please 
find our response below. You asked:
 

1. Can you confirm how long, in minutes, a community group such as a 
Civic Society is permitted to speak at your local council's Planning 
Committee? (By 'Planning Committee' we mean your local authority's 
committee of elected members which determines planning applications. It 
may be known by a different name in your local authority). 
Response: 3 minutes is allowed for any objector/supporter (4 minutes allowed 
for a Parish Councillor, MP, MEP, Ward Councillor).

2. Is there a limit on the number of registered speakers permitted to speak 
at your Planning Committee? If yes, please specify the maximum number 
of speakers allowed. 
Response: It is very unusual to have more than 4 speakers 
(objector/supporter/Parish and Ward Councillor) although it is possible for 2 
Ward Councillors to speak if they are supporting differing viewpoints.

3. Is there a limit on the total time allowed for registered speakers? If yes, 
please provide details of the time restriction. 
Response: Detailed in response to Q.1.

4. Are your Planning Committee procedure rules publicly available online? 
If yes, please provide the weblink.
 Response: Yes – see Planning Committee Handbook, page 12: http://modern-
gov/documents/s10929/Planning%20Committee%20Handbook.pdf  (copy and 
past link into your browser)
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We trust this information is of interest and assistance. However, if you are dissatisfied 
with the response you have received and wish to request a review of our decision or 
make a complaint about how your request has been handled under the legislation, 
you should write to the following address or reply to the email to which this letter is 
attached:
 
Corporate Information Governance Manager
Resources Directorate 
ICT and Information Governance 
Council House, Manor Square 
Solihull, West Midlands 
B91 3QB 
 
Your request for an internal review should be submitted to us within 20 working days 
of receipt by you of this response.  Any requests received after this time will be 
considered at the discretion of the Corporate Information Governance Manager.
 
If having exhausted the review process you are not content that your request or 
review has been dealt with correctly, you have a further right of appeal to the 
Information Commissioner's Office (ICO) for a decision.  Generally, the ICO will not 
make a decision until you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the 
council.  The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Wycliffe House, Water 
Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Telephone: 0303 123 1113 (local rate) or 01625 
545 745 (national rate). Website: www.ico.org.uk.
 
 
Yours sincerely
 

Lizi Bird 
Information Governance Officer 
Information Governance Team




    

  

  
