
 

 

 
 
C Cookson  
 
request-844399-731381f2@whatdotheyknow.com 
 
Ref. FOI 2022/03535 
 
Dear C Cookson,  
 
Thank you for your email of 15 March 2022 requesting the following information:  
 
“Please provide a plan and design for phase 1 of the "continuous hardened route" between Furze 
Hill as initially described here 
 
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.michaelgove.com%2F
sites%2Fwww.michaelgove.com%2Ffiles%2F2021-
10%2FAsh%2520Ranges%2520MoD%2520response%2520-
%2520October%25202021.pdf&amp;data=04%7C01%7Ccio-
foi%40mod.gov.uk%7C2887dc9a11e54596d05808da0673a816%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a
16dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C637829391048293615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiM
C4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=rdV
QdQyBvKX1QMxcKokDRUOuPF%2F4Tnvp1BNSzWcfEf8%3D&amp;reserved=0.” 
 
I am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA).  
 
A search for the information has now been completed within the Ministry of Defence (MOD) and I 
can confirm that all the information in scope of your request is held. 
 
The information you have requested is enclosed at Annex A-E. 
 
Under Section 16 of the FOIA (Advice and Assistance), you may find it helpful to know that the 
principle of Phase 1 is to provide a continuous hardened route from Furze Hill in the North to Area 
E5 in the South and enabling access onto this route from Chandlers Road.  
 
This will be achieved by connecting existing hardened routes outside the existing perimeter with 
hardtop currently inside the perimeter and installing new fences, access gates and hardening 
some new areas. As well as increasing the amount of hardtop access for those with mobility 
issues this will have the added benefit of providing approximately 15 acres of woodland 
convenient to residents in close proximity to Ash Vale, for use whenever the ranges are not 
occupied.  
 
If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first 
instance. 
 

Secretariat 
St George’s House 
Defence Infrastructure Organisation 
DMS Whittington 
Lichfield, Staffordshire 
WS14 9PY 
 
E-mail: diosec-parli@mod.gov.uk 

www.gov.uk/DIO 
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If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response, you 
can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights Compliance 
team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-FOI-
IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made in writing 
within 40 working days of the date of this response.  
 
If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the 
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act. 
Please note that the Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the 
MOD internal review process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be 
contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can 
be found on the Commissioner's website at https://ico.org.uk/. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
DIO Secretariat 
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