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Direct Tel: 03000 268036  
Fax:  

email: foi@durham.gov.uk 
Your ref:  
Our ref: 23334137 

    
 
                                                                                                                  27 July 2012 

     
 
Dear Miss Thoresan 
 
Freedom of Information – Response to Request 
 
Thank you for your request for information relating to Placement Order 
applications received on 29 June 2012 which has now been considered.  
 
You requested:  Since 2006, how many applications for a placement order has 
                  DCC made and how many have been granted? 
      

Please list in order of year. 
 
Our response:  

  Year  
(01-Apr-
xx to 31-
Mar-xx) 

No. of 
Placement 

Order 
Applications  

made 
2006-7 24 
2007-8 29 
2008-9 32 

2009-10 29 
2010-11 45 
2011-12 51 

 
 
 With regard to your request for information on how many of these Placement 
Orders have been granted, we can confirm, per s.1 (1) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000, that the council does hold the requested information 
 
We have reviewed the request and are unable to provide the information to you 
because it would exceed the fees limit set by the Act. Under s.12 of the Freedom 
of Information Act, the council is not obliged to comply with a request for 
information where the cost of complying would exceed the appropriate limit.  
The information is not held electronically or in a way that allows a report to show 
the requested information and the records we do hold cannot be referenced in 
such a way that allows us to retrieve or extract specific information or data in 
either the detail or format you require.  
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To fulfil your request, we would have to review manually every application to court 
against the actual order made 
 
This would exceed the limit of work required to satisfy a Freedom of Information 
request. The limit is £450 as set out in the Freedom of Information and Data 
Protection (Fees and Appropriate Limit) Regulations 2004 and is calculated at 18 
hours at £25 per hour.  
 
As the information is not held electronically, we cannot suggest a way to narrow 
the request to move it within the fees limit. Even taking a small sample would not 
necessarily provide the information within the terms of your request. 
 
We would advise however that if the Council applies for a Placement Order it is 
usually granted by the Court. 
 
I hope that this information is of assistance; however, if you are dissatisfied with 
the handling of your request, please contact: 
  
The Information Management Team  
Durham County Council 
Assistant Chief Executive’s Office 
Room 4/140 
County Hall 
Durham 
DH1 5UF 
Tel: 03000 268038 
Email: foi@durham.gov.uk 
 
After you have exhausted our internal appeals procedure, you also have a right of 
appeal to the Information Commissioner at:  
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire 
SK9 5AF 
Telephone: 01625 545 745 
Fax: 01625 524 510 
Email: casework@ico.gsi.gov.uk.   
 
Most of the documents that we provide in response to Freedom of Information  
requests will be subject to copyright protection.  In most cases, the copyright will 
be owned by Durham County Council.  The copyright in other documents may be 
owned by another person or organisation, as indicated on the documents 
themselves.  
 
You are free to use any documents supplied for your own use, including for non-
commercial research purposes.  The documents may also be used for the 
purposes of news reporting.  However, any other type of re-use, for example, by 
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publishing the documents or issuing copies to the public will require the 
permission of the copyright owner.  
 
For documents where the copyright is owned by Durham County Council, please 
contact me for details of the conditions on re-use.  
 
For documents where the copyright is owned by another person or organisation, 
you would need to apply to the copyright owner to obtain their permission. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Christine Paciorek 
Freedom of Information Officer 
Information Management  
Durham County Council 

 


