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Dear Mr Douglas

Thank you for your email of 16 August in which you requested the ‘table of contents’ for the Army
Field Manual War Fighting Tactics Part 5a: Armoured and Armoured Infantry Sub Unit Tactics
doctrine. | am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (the Act).

This request was made following your earlier request (FOI12019/08228) in which you asked to see
a copy of the above doctrine, as well as the Health Service Support to Land Operations Handbook.
| explained in my letter dated 16 August that this information was exempt for release under Section
14 of the Act (Vexatious and Burdensome) due to the volume requested and that, if released,
much would fall under Section 26 of the Act (Defence).

The Contents of the Army Field Manual War Fighting Tactics Part 5a is attached to this letter and
can be found at Annex A. Because you have stated that you are asking for the Contents in order to
make a more targeted request, | do wish to reiterate the point made in my previous letter that
significant amounts of information in this document would fall under Section 26 (Defence) of the
Act and, subject to a public interest test, are likely to be withheld.

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the first
instance. Following this, if you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content
of this response, you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information
Rights Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-
FOI-IR@mod.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made within 40
working days of the date of this response.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint directly to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Act. Please note that the
Information Commissioner will not normally investigate your case until the MOD internal review
process has been completed. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information
Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details
of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's
website at https://ico.org.uk/.

Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications.

Yours sincerely,
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Annex A to
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Organisation and structures
Mission, roles and tasks of infantry 1-1
Mission, roles and tasks of armour 1-4
Task organisation 1-7
Roles and responsibilities 1-8
Annex A - Armoured infantry and armour capabilities 1-12
Sustainment
Subunit responsibilities 2-1
Replenishment 2-3
Medical evacuation 2-6
Recovery and repair of vehicles, equipment and weapons 2-7
Captured persons 2-7
Offensive activities
Purpose and principles 3-1
Attack 3-3
Raid 3-20
Reconnaissance in force 3-26
Ambush 3-30
Annex A - Surveillance and target acquisition plan in offensive operations 3-37
Annex B - Infiltration 3-40
Defensive activities
Purpose and principles 4-1
Area defence 4-8
Mobile defence 4-18
Delay 4-27

A-1



Annex A - Surveillance and target acquisition plan
Annex B - Deception
Annex C - Planning timelines for the construction of defensive positions

Annex D - Reserved demolition guard

Enabling activities

Reconnaissance

Security

March

Advance to contact

Crossing and breaching of obstacles
Meeting engagement

Relief in place

Forward passage of lines

Rearward passage of lines

Withdrawal

Annex A - Capabilities for crossing and breaching of obstacles
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5-20
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