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Essex County Council 

 

PO Box 11, County Hall 

abc

Chelmsford 
Essex CM1 1LX 
 

 

Ms Avril Williams 

Our Ref:     ECC-013731-11

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx Date:          25 August 2011

 
Dear Ms Williams 
 
Your Freedom of Information Request: 
 
I am pleased to enclose the following information in respect of your recent 
Freedom of Information request.  You requested: 
 

 

FIRST, I want your Council's TOTAL expenditure on EACH of the 
'categories' listed during the financial year 2010=2011. 
 
The attached spreadsheet which we previously sent in response to your last 
request provided the total expenditure on each of the categories listed by you 
that we have paid for in 2010/11. This was for Internal Fostering. 
 
For external fostering for last year and we paid a total of £11,757,504.77 – these 
would be payments to external providers (agencies) for foster placements which 
would include a fee as the cost (price) is inclusive including the child’s allowance. 
We are not able to break this down as this is a price set by the provider to cover 
everything. 

 

      
SECOND, in response to past complaints from youngsters about being 
turfed out of 'care' at the age of 18 and left to fend for themselves, at least 
some Councils are paying care-leavers 'setting up home' grants, whilst all, 
(I presume), have introduced the concept of Supported Lodging Providers 
or similar, wherein they pay providers both fees and substantial 
contributions towards 19-21 year old former Foster Children, (and 
presumably Children's Home residents), upkeep.  I'm trying to find out what 
each Council's policy is in respect of this. 
 
Please find attached our Joint Strategic Protocol for regarding homeless 16/17 
year olds in Essex, and our Leaving and Aftercare policy.  Please note, the 
Leaving and Aftercare Policy is currently under review. 
 
You may reuse all or part of this information free of charge in any format or 
medium. You must reuse it accurately and not in a misleading context. 
 
Contd/….. 
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Please contact me if you would like further advice or assistance about your 
request or your right to access information held by Essex County Council. 
 
If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, please let me know. If I 
am unable to resolve the issue immediately, I will explain our complaints 
procedure. If, after following our complaints procedure, you are still not satisfied, 
you are entitled to ask the Information Commissioner to review our decision. You 
can contact him at Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, 
telephone 01625 545700. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Lauri Almond  

 

 

Information Governance Officer 
Schools, Children and Families 

 

 

Essex County Council 

 

 

Telephone: 08457 430430  

 

 

Email: 

