
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Patricia Howlin and Simon Baron Cohen abusing children?'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1][image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

 

 

Freshford House 

Telephone: 0300 013 1087 

Redcliffe Way 

Email:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx.xx  
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30 September 2010 

 

 

Liz xxxxxxxxx  

Our Reference CAS-151277-J2BN84

By email to: request-47899-
xxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

  

 

Dear Ms xxxxxxxxx 

 
Your request for information 

 
Thank you for your email of 22 September 2010 in which you requested the 
following information: 

  •  Any recorded information recorded about Patricia Howlin and/or Simon Baron 

Cohen charging money for a diagnosis of autism 

•  Any complaints relating to Patricia Howlin and/or Simon Baron over-

diagnosing and or lying generally 

 
You stated that these individuals are on the board of the school known as the 
Treehouse Trust. We have identified that you appear to be referring to the 

Treehouse School, a non-maintained community special school in Muswell Hill. 
 
The Freedom of Information Act  

 
We have dealt with your request in accordance with the Freedom of Information 

(FOI) Act 2000. The first requirement of the Act is that we should confirm whether 
or not we hold information of the description set out in your request. 

 
I can confirm that we do not hold any information that matches your request. 

 
From the Treehouse website, it appears that the two individuals you refer to are 
professional advisors for the Treehouse Trust. We carry out inspections of the 

Treehouse School under section 5 of the Education Act 2005 to assess the quality 
and standards of education being provided, but we do not regulate the activities of 

advisors connected with the school. We have, however, searched our records for 

information which matches your request, but have not found any such information.  
 
We have passed your concerns about emotional abuse at the school on to our 
Compliance, Investigation and Enforcement Team for their assessment, but 

recommend that if you have any concerns about children being harmed you contact 

your local authority safeguarding children team in the first instance. 
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We advise that people who have general concerns about a school should first 

contact the teachers or headteacher, and then if necessary the governing body or 

the local authority. I have included a copy of our “Complaints to Ofsted about 
schools – guidance for parents” leaflet which explains this process in further detail. 

 
I trust that this letter clearly explains our response. If you have any queries about 

our response, please contact me at 0300 013 1087 and I will do my best to address 

them. Alternatively, if you remain dissatisfied with our response or the handling of 
your request, you may request a formal internal review. In order to do this, please 

write to the following address, setting out which areas of the response you are 
unhappy with: 

 
Email: xxxxxxx.xxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xxx.xx or write to: 
  

Head of Information Rights 
Legal Services Division 

Ofsted 

Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 

London WC2B 6SE 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you also have the 

right to apply to the Information Commissioner for a decision as to whether or not 
we have complied with our obligations under the FOI Act with respect to your 

request. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
FOI Case Reception Unit 

Information Commissioner’s Office  
Wycliffe House  

Water Lane 
Wilmslow 

Cheshire SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
Nicola Tanner 

Information Access Officer 

Ofsted Information Access Team 

 

 




    

  

  
