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FIRST PUBLIC EXAMINATION 

 

Preliminary Examination in English Language and Literature: Paper 4 

Preliminary Examination in English and Modern Languages, Part 2: Paper 2(c) 

Preliminary Examination in Modern History and English: Paper 4 (c) 

 
 

LITERATURE IN ENGLISH (1910 – PRESENT DAY) 

 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

TRINITY TERM 2017 

 

Friday, 16 June, 2.30pm – 5.30pm  

 

Time allowed – 3 hours 

 

___________________________________________________________________ 
 

Answer THREE questions: 

 

You may apply the following questions and/or quotations to any author or 
authors, or to any work or group of works, as seems to you appropriate. You 
should NOT write more than one answer substantially on the same author.  

 

Candidates are reminded that at the start of each essay they should identify 
clearly which question they are attempting, and, where appropriate, which 
option within that question, identifying it through a letter, where these are given 
(e.g. Q5(a)), and / or a key word or phrase. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please DO NOT turn over until told that you may do so. 
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‘[E]very time you repeat yourself you disable an opportunity to be original in 
the work that follows. Eliot became, I think, very seriously impeded by his 
sense of the tradition that he created for himself’ (J. H. PRYNNE). 

 

Discuss the relationship between experimentalism and tradition in any 
literature of the period. 

 
2. 

‘I think that personal experience is very important, but certainly it shouldn’t be 
a kind of shut-box and mirror-looking, narcissistic experience. I believe it 
should be relevant and relevant to the larger things, the bigger things such as 
Hiroshima and Dachau’ (SYLVIA PLATH). 

 

Discuss the relationship between personal and public events in any literature 
of the period. 

 
3. 

‘When I came to England [from Trinidad] I found that marketing and identity 
politics were combining to crush […] the voice, the voice on the page, the 
body, the history […] You had to choose, you had to be a sort of documentary 
witness wheeled around and exposing your wounds in the market place’ 
(VAHNI CAPILDEO). 

 

Discuss EITHER (a) the relationship of any literature to the market place OR 
(b) self-presentation in any literature of the period. 

 

 

 4.  

 

One must have a mind of winter 
To regard the frost and the boughs 
Of the pine-trees crusted with snow (WALLACE STEVENS) 

 

Discuss EITHER (a) landscape AND/OR (b) nature AND/OR (c) knowledge 
of the other in any literature of the period. 

 
5. 

‘Words live not less than acts and sometimes longer. The [First World] war, it 
may almost be said, was fought for words’ (J. M. KEYNES).  

 

Discuss in relation to any conflict in the period. 

 
6. 

‘What frightens me is the idea of the grand and vague “Message” that extends 
amorphously from one poem to another. […] a poet who has a “Message” 
seems entitled to think that this absolves him from all the craftsman’s care’ 
(GEOFFREY HILL). 

 

Discuss any aspect of this quotation. 

 
7. 

‘We are the first men of a future that has not materialized’ (WYNDHAM 
LEWIS).  

 

Discuss nostalgia AND/OR the anticipation of the future in any literature of 
the period. 
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‘When and how does the love of mother tongue, the love of my little corner of 
ground become the nation thing?’ (GAYATRI SPIVAK). Discuss.  

 
9.  

 

On the din of the street, – 
– crashing, screaming, chaotic rush – 
– rasping, whirling, and rumble of wheels 
of motor, cycle, wagon, and bus, 
and clatter of feet, – 
a sudden hush 

 

 

swoops down – 

 

(LEIGH HENRY) 

 

Discuss EITHER (a) the city, OR (b) silence, in any literature of the period. 

 
10. 

‘Fashion has a scent for what is current, whenever this moves within the 
thicket of what was once’ (WALTER BENJAMIN trans. by DENNIS 
REDMOND).   

 

Discuss the expression of modernity in any literature of the period. 

 
11. 

‘The white folk tell everybody what to think – except men like me. I tell them; 
that's my life, telling white folk how to think about the things I know about’ 
(RALPH ELLISON). Discuss. 
 

12. 

‘We need myths to get by. We need story; otherwise the tremendous 
randomness of experience overwhelms us’ (ROBERT COOVER).  Discuss. 

 
13.  

 

Face to face they are 

 

 

A new species  

 

 

Ruled by the god of technology  

 
 

 

(SANDRA M. HAIGHT)  

 

Discuss any aspect of technology AND/OR the relationship of the human to 
the non-human in any literature of the period.  

 
14. 

‘Among the many kinds of artists, it may be that there are some who are 
hybrid. Some, that is to say, bore deeper and deeper into the stuff of their own 
art; others are always making raids into the lands of others’ (VIRGINIA 
WOOLF).  

 

Discuss intertextuality AND/OR the relationship of literature and any other 
cultural form in the period. 

 
15. 

‘Symbols are nothing but the natural speech of drama’ (TENNESSEE 
WILLIAMS).  

 

Discuss with reference to any writing of the period. 

TURN OVER 

3 

A10113W1 



[bookmark: 4]16. 

‘I frequently walk out of the theatre early without fear of missing anything. 
But however bad I’ve felt, I’ve never left a football match early, because you 
never know when a miracle might occur’ (SARAH KANE).  

 

Discuss in relation to drama AND/OR any other writing of the period.  

 

17. 

‘One and the same civilization produces simultaneously two such different 
things as a poem by T. S. Eliot and a Tin Pan Alley [popular] song’ 
(CLEMENT GREENBERG).  
 
Discuss the notion of high and low culture AND/OR value in any literature of 
the period. 

 
18. 

 

Pig Cupid 

his rosy snout 

 

 

Rooting erotic garbage 

 

 

“Once upon a time” 

 

 

Pulls a weed  white star-topped 

 

 

Among wild oats 

sown in mucous-membrane 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(MINA LOY) 

 

Discuss attitudes to sexuality in any literature of the period. 

 
19. 

‘[W]e do not reflect that it is perhaps as difficult to write a good life as to live 
one’ (LYTTON STRACHEY). 

 

Discuss the idea of a ‘good life’ in any literature of the period. 

 
20.  

‘One of my biggest grouses about dramaturgy [. . .] is [that it] is absent of 
ideology and partisan politics’ (TONY KUSHNER).  

 

Discuss with reference to any writing of the period. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LAST PAGE 

 

4 

A10113W1 




    

  

  
