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Reference: FOI 2018/EW 
           4 May 2018 

 
 
Dear Mr Williams 

 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request – FOI 2018/EW 

 
Thank you for your request dated 31 March 2018, in which you asked for the following 
information from the Parole Board:   

 
I would like all records held that were before the Parole Board when making 

the decision to release JOHN RADFORD (formerly known as JOHN WORBOYS). 
This decision was recently subject to judicial review -  DSD And NBV & Ors R 
(On the Application Of) v [2018] EWHC 694 (Admin) (28 March 2018). 

 

Your request is being handled under the FOIA.  
 
I can confirm that the Parole Board holds all of the information that you have requested. 

 
However, it is exempt from disclosure under section 44(1) of the FOIA, because it is 
prohibited by Rule 25 (1) of the Parole Board Rules “Information about proceedings 

under these Rules and the names of persons concerned in the proceedings must not be 
made public.”  

 
The High Court judgement in the case of DSD and NBV, the Mayor of London and News 
Group Newspapers Ltd v The Parole Board for England and Wales and The Secretary of 

State for Justice the court ruled that “Rule 25(1) of the Parole Board Rules 2016 is ultra 
vires s. 239(5) of the 2003 Act”.  Rule 25(1) states “Information about proceedings 

under these Rules and the names of persons concerned in the proceedings must not be 
made public.”. Until the Rule is formally amended in statute the Parole Board are 
prohibited from releasing the information you have requested. The Parole Board 

Amendment Rules 2018 amend Rule 25 and come into force on 22 May 2018. However, 
they only allow for disclosure of a summary of the reasons for a decision recorded under 

rules 14(7) or 24 in certain circumstances. They will still prohibit the release of other 
information about proceedings under the Parole Board Rules. You can find a copy of the 
new Rule 25 here: 

 
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2018/541/contents/made 

 
Section 44(1) is an absolute exemption and does not require a public interest test.  
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Appeal Rights  
 

If you are not satisfied with this response you have the right to request an internal 
review by responding in writing to Gary Hopper, Head of Corporate Services, at 

gary.hopper@paroleboard.gov.uk within two months of the date of this response. 
 

You do have the right to ask the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to investigate 
any aspect of your complaint. However, please note that the ICO is likely to expect 
internal complaints procedures to have been exhausted before beginning their 

investigation. 
 

 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Nazreen Khan 
Compliance and Assurance Officer 
The Parole Board for England and Wales 
 

 


