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Diptel PARIS  
Foreign & Commonwealth Office Diplomatic Telegram 

Summary 
Paris conference confirms support for two state solution and warns against unilateral 
action by Israel or Palestine. Kerry delivers a personal (and final) message on importance 
of continuing international efforts. UK participates as an observer and does not sign up to 
the communiqué. French media reaction to our stance is limited, although French officials 
have expressed some concerns. 

  
1.       On 15 January, the French hosted 70 countries and international organisations in Paris to 

round off their MEPP initiative which started a year ago. No Israeli or Palestinian 
representatives attended. The majority of participants were represented at Foreign Minister 
level.  
  

2.       The conference’s communiqué (http://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/country-files/israel-
palestinian-territories/peace-process/initiative-for-the-middle-east-peace-
process/article/conference-for-peace-in-the-middle-east-15-01-17) set out the key themes: 
international support for a two state solution; acceptance that peace could not be imposed 
but that the international community could help to create the right conditions; and warning 
that neither side should take unilateral action. The communiqué was agreed after a lengthy 
negotiation between the main players, some of whom were consulting closely with the 
parties themselves. 
  

3.       Most interventions covered similar points. President Hollande warned that the concept of 
a two state solution was under threat. Given the impact of the conflict on the rest of the 
region, the international community had to continue to work to improve conditions for 
peace. The French initiative had identified a number of projects on economics, civil society 
and capacity building which they would take forward. Key Arab participants emphasised the 
importance of the Arab Peace Initiative. 
  

4.       Secretary of State Kerry noted that this would be his final intervention on the MEPP having 
worked on it for eight years. He had come to Paris from Vietnam where he had met his 
former adversaries. The lesson from that war was that the international community could 
support peace. We could not impose a solution on Israel and Palestine and we needed to 
ensure that our approach was balanced. But the international community had to keep the 
possibility of a two state solution alive. There was no alternative.  
  

5.       The UK attended as an observer and did not speak. We issued a press statement (attached) 
at the end of the conference setting out our position and explaining why we did not sign up 
to the communiqué. 

  
Comment 
  
[Redacted under section 27] 

LLEWELLYN 
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Authorised 
Ed Llewellyn HMA Paris 

Action 
Michael Howells 

FCO Press Statement 

“The UK remains committed to achieving a two state solution. We believe the best way to make 
progress towards this is through a return to bilateral negotiations, which take account of and 
confront all of the obstacles to peace and legitimate concerns of both sides. 

Therefore, we have particular reservations about an international conference intended to advance 
peace between the parties that does not involve them - indeed which is taking place against the 
wishes of the Israelis - and which is taking place just days before the transition to a new American 
President when the US will be the ultimate guarantor of any agreement. There are risks therefore 
that this conference hardens positions at a time when we need to be encouraging the conditions for 
peace. That's why we have attended in an observer status and have not signed up to the 
communique.  

We will continue to support efforts to improve conditions on the ground to enable negotiations to 
resume and look forward to working with the parties, the new US Administration and other 
countries represented in this Conference to make progress in 2017 and beyond.” 

 


