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Cumberland Infirmary 
Newtown Road 

Carlisle 
Cumbria 

CA2 7HY 
Our Ref:  FOI/004554 
 

 
Email: foi.requests@ncuh.nhs.uk 

 
Date:  10/07/2018 

 
 
 

Dr Colin Iain Campbell 
request-495782-08d8f4d2@whatdotheyknow.com 

 
 
Dear Dr Campbell 
 
 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION – FoI/004554 
 
I am contacting you with regard to your recent request for information received in this 
department on 4th July 2018: 
 
Please disclose the top level overarching contract with your Direct Engagement Scheme 
provider [Brookson]. 
 

I am writing to confirm that the Trust has now completed its search for this 
information. 
 
The Trust does not hold the contract with Brookson.  For clarity, this is the situation 
with regard to the service provided: 
  
The NHS is able to directly procure (that is, without an employment business in the 
supply chain) medical care services from locum doctors in several ways.  This 
includes contracting for the provision of medical care services either via the locum’s 
Personal Service Company (where the PSC typically employs the locum as an office 
holder) or Brookson Medical Care Services (who employ the locum under an 
employment contract).  The method employed is largely dependent on the IR35 
status of the role in question [ https://www.gov.uk/topic/business-tax/ir35/latest] 
.   
 
Under both scenarios the contracting party (either PSC or Brookson Medical Care 
Services) supplies the medical care services of the locum to the NHS.  Neither the 
PSC nor Brookson Medical Care Services introduces the locum to the NHS (this is 
procured separately from an employment agency).  The NHS also has the option of 
employing the locum introduced by the employment agency, however, we do not 
currently utilise this option. 
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If you are unhappy with the way the Trust has handled your request, you may ask for 
an internal review by contacting: 

Joint Company Secretary 
Cumberland Infirmary 
Newtown Road 
Carlisle 
Cumbria 
CA2 7HY 

 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.   
 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:   

Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow  
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
http://www.ico.org.uk/ 

 
If you wish to discuss any of the above, please contact me at the above address. 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future 
communications. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

  
Michael Smillie  
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF FINANCE 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ico.org.uk/

