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Citation (1)   This is the wording from 1 commendation, there are no individuals names contained 
within the wording hence there are no redactions.      
For outstanding professionalism and support of the Senior Investigating Officers strategy in relation 
to the management and protection of critical witnesses to the murder of Kevin Nunes in Pattingham 
during 2002.  Nunes was murdered by 5 gangland members from across the West Midlands.  This 
gang had run a climate of fear and intimidation which adversely affected the quality of life of many 
people, particularly around drugs and violence.  By ensuring the witnesses were fully supported and 
protected during the trial process, the 5 gang members were convicted of murder on 11th January 
2008 at Leicester Crown Court and sentenced to a minimum tariff of a total of 135 years 
imprisonment. 
 
Citation (2)   This is the wording from the 2nd commendation, there are individuals names 
contained within the wording hence there are some redactions. 
In recognition of  personal commitment in the support to and 
management of a key witness and  within the Witness Protection Scheme during the Nunes 
murder investigation and subsequent trial, culminating with five offenders receiving life sentences 
totalling one hundred and thirty five years. 
Over a period of two years  managed significant and unprecedented challenges associated 
with a key witness to the investigation. 

applied skill, expertise and sound judgement in overcoming aggressive outbursts, personal insults 
and attacks upon  integrity. 
To great credit maintained, through nstinting professionalism, an unflustered and 
objective position.  This example, along with that displayed by other members of the team, was 
acknowledged with gratitude by the trial judge Mr Justice Treacy. 
For  sustained commitment and unstinting professionalism, Detective Chief Superintendent Joe 
Costello is pleased to award his Divisional Certificate of Commendation to 

 
 
Citation (3)  This is the wording from the 3rd commendation, there are individuals names 
contained within the wording hence there are some redactions. 
In recognition of leadership and management of a key witness 
within the Witness Protection Scheme during the Nunes murder investigation and subsequent trial 
which culminated in five offenders receiving life sentences, in January 2008, totalling one hundred 
and thirty five years. 
Over a sustained period  demonstrated overwhelming personal commitment in order to 
provide impressive oral and written reports to the Crown Prosecution Service and Gold Group. 
All involved felt reassured and confident, through  application of sound reasoning and 
professional judgement, that the aims and objectives set were being met. personally presented 
the Witness Protection Policy and procedures in evidence during the trial. 
The trial judge, Mr Justice Treacy, acknowledged the “professionalism and skill” of the police 
involved in this case and was undoubtedly, a major contributor. 
For  sustained leadership, commitment and professionalism Detective Chief Superintendent 
Costello is pleased to award his Divisional Certificate of Commendation to 
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