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Thank you for your letter dated 22 November regarding the MPA Fishing Coalition’s 
concerns with the Marine Conservation Zone (MCZ) Project in Wales.  
 
I have noted your two main areas of concern; the approach to designating highly protected 
sites in Wales and membership of the Stakeholder and Citizen Engagement Group. I will 
deal with each item in turn. 
 
First turning to the Welsh Assembly Government’s decision to establish highly protected 
MCZs in Welsh waters. As you know we already have an extensive area of sea protected by 
marine protected areas (MPAs), such as Special Areas of Conservation. The Welsh 
Assembly Government decided that rather than use the new MCZ powers to protect a 
greater area of the sea around Wales, it would establish some highly protected sites with 
most, if not all, of these sites being within existing MPAs. This is part of our approach to 
implementing an ecosystem approach to Wales’ seas where we expect these sites to 
contribute to marine ecosystem recovery, improve environmental resilience and enhance 
our understanding of natural ecosystem functioning. 
 
I recognise that our understanding of highly protected sites and the contribution they can 
make to a MPA network and the wider marine environment is developing. There is however 
strong scientific opinion both internationally and domestically that highly protected sites are 
an important part of any marine protected area network because of the role they play in 
terms of supporting recovery, enhancing resilience and improving our understanding of the 
marine environment. However until we know more about the ecosystem benefits delivered 
by these sites we have taken the decision to limit the number of sites to be designated to no 
more than 3 to 4 MCZs, in the first instance. Post designation monitoring, research and 
review work will provide further evidence to inform how we proceed in the future.     
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[bookmark: 2]With regards to fishing industry representation on the Stakeholder and Citizen Engagement 
Group (SCEG) we have recently expanded membership of the SCEG, specifically in 
recognition of the demise of the Wales Fishing Federation Association and Jerry Percy no 
longer being a member. Please find a copy of the current membership list attached for your 
information. We are continuing to consider representation on this group and are awaiting a 
response from the Llyn Pot Fishermens Association, the Llyn Fishermen's Association and 
the North Wales Fishermen's Cooperative Ltd as to whether they wish to join the SCEG.  

The Welsh Assembly Government is committed to engaging with a wide range of policy and 
stakeholder interests at each stage of the site selection process in Wales – this includes 
non-UK fishing interests which we intend to engage through working with the Joint Nature 
Conservation Committee, one route being the UK MPA Stakeholder Forum.  

We are still at a relatively early stage in the MCZ process but the action we have taken to 
date to ensure that the diverse range of marine and coastal interests are engaged  
demonstrates this commitment. My officials are in close and regular liaison with the Welsh 
Assembly Government Fisheries Unit and a range of fishing interests, including the 
Coalition which you represent.  
 
We also have an extensive stakeholder list, which includes many with an interest in fishing 
(commercial and otherwise), which the Marine Branch uses to circulate project updates via 
newsletters. In the future this stakeholder list will be one of the routes we will use to engage 
directly with the public and specific interests on site options. James Wilson (Deepdock 
(Holyhead) Ltd) is already on the list and is free to circulate the information he receives to 
his network of contacts. I would also encourage the UK Scallop Association, and any others 
you are aware of, to contact the Assembly Government’s Marine Branch to be added to this 
list. The e-mail address is: xxxxxx@xxxxx.xxx.xxx.xx  
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