
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Number of submissions regarding changes to ward boundaries affecting Houston, Renfrewshire'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1][image: ]

Local Government Boundary

Commission for Scotland

Thistle House, 91 Haymarket Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5HD

 

 

Chair:  Ronnie Hinds CPFA 

Secretary:  Isabel Drummond-Murray

 
 
Mr John McEvoy 
Chairman 
Houston Community Council 
(By email) 
 
 

4 December 2015 

 
Dear Mr McEvoy, 
 
Thank you for your request of 6 November 2015 for information under the Freedom 
of Information (Scotland) Act 2002.  I hope the following is of help. 
 
You asked for the following information: 

1. The legal basis under which this review was carried out, given that The Scottish 
Government has at 18th April 2012 by “Lgbcs_Direction_2012-2017” expressly 
directed the LGBC(S) “not to undertake a review of any local government area under 
the terms of section 14(1) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 during the 
period beginning on 1 April 2012 and ending on 31 March 2017.” 

The legal basis for the Fifth Reviews of Electoral Arrangements is Section 16 (2) of 
the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973.  The Ministerial Direction you refer to in 
your enquiry concerns administrative area reviews, not reviews of electoral 
arrangements. 
  

2a) the total number of submissions you received regarding the changes to electoral 
ward boundaries affecting Houston Renfrewshire under the 5th review 

We received 990 responses to the recent public consultation on proposals for wards 
in Renfrewshire: almost all responses concerned Houston. 
 

2b) The number of submissions that were in favour of the proposed changes 

Two responses expressed support for the proposals for Renfrewshire Council area. 
 

2c) The number of submissions opposed too the proposed changes 

985 responses expressed opposition to the proposals for Renfrewshire Council area 
 

established by Parliament to advise Ministers on local government boundaries 
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[bookmark: 2]3. What was the consultation process that you carried out in Houston? i.e. in which 
newspaper(s) did you place the notice and on what date(s)? 
In which local public buildings did you place written notice of the proposed 
changes? 

A public notice was placed in the Paisley Daily Express on 30 July 2015.  The 
proposals were available to view in Renfrewshire Council HQ, Erskine Community 
Library, Renfrew Community Library and Johnstone Community Library. 
 
If you are unhappy with this response to your request, you may ask us to carry out 
an internal review, by writing to Ms Isabel Drummond-Murray, Secretary to the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Scotland, Thistle House, 91 Haymarket 
Terrace, Edinburgh, EH12 5HD. Your request should explain why you wish a review 
to be carried out, and should be made within 40 working days of receipt of this 
letter, and we will reply within 20 working days of receipt. If you are not satisfied 
with the result of the review, you then have the right to make a formal complaint to 
the Scottish Information Commissioner. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter please contact me. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

Laura Cregan 
Case worker 
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