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5 December 2011 
 
Our ref: RFI #1322 

Your ref:       
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ms Susan Davis 
Via e-mail 
 

 
 
First Floor 
Temple Quay House  
2 The Square 
Bristol 
BS1 6EB 

  

 
 
Dear Ms Davis 
 
Access to information request – Information not held – Request no 1322 
 
Thank you for your request for information about „any information you hold relating to the 
decisions by North Somerset  Council to a) cease their funding to Bristol City Council's  
Environmental Records Centre and b) fund environmental records management activity by 
the Forest of Avon Trust.‟  which we received on 7 November 2011. Your request has been 
considered under the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. 
 
Following a search of our paper and electronic records, I have established that the 
information you requested is not held by Natural England.  
 
With regard to part (a) the reference to “Bristol City Council's Environmental Records 
Centre” presumably relates to the Bristol Regional Environmental Records Centre (BRERC). 
This is a „not for profit‟ organisation administered through Bristol City Council. It is not part of 
the Council.  
 
With regard to part (b) The Forest of Avon is primarily about practical conservation activity 
such as tree planting and working with communities. It may hold some environmental 
records but it is not expressly engaged in environmental records management activity. As far 
as we are aware past funding support for the Forest of Avon from North Somerset Council 
has not been restricted for environmental records management activity.  
 
North Somerset Council did decide to discontinue direct funding towards both BRERC and 
the Forest of Avon. These decisions were taken within North Somerset Council and Natural 
England does not hold any information - such as internal committee papers or reports - that 
relate directly to the North Somerset Council‟s decisions. 
 
We were, and still are, represented on the Management Board of BRERC and undoubtedly 
engaged in discussion with partners about the North Somerset Council decision to 
discontinue direct funding towards BRERC and its likely implications. We no longer hold 
copies of the minutes of any relevant Management Board meetings, which took place some 
time ago. This information may be available from BRERC and we would be pleased to 
supply contact details.  
 
Similarly, Natural England was represented on the Steering Group for the Forest of Avon, 
although we were not party to the MOA between the four West of England Authorities. North 
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Somerset Council was not the first local authority to discontinue direct funding towards the 
Forest and discussions took place relating to the financial implications of this for the Forest 
of Avon and the remaining councils. Here, too, I‟m afraid we no longer hold copies of the 
minutes of Steering Group meetings, which took place some time ago.  This information may 
be available from Forest of Avon Trust and/or the unitary authorities and we would be 
pleased to supply contact details.   
 
I apologise that your request cannot be met but if you have any further information needs in 
the future then please contact us. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. As you may be aware, under 
the legislation should you have any concerns with the service you have received in relation 
to your request and wish to make a complaint or request a review of our decision, please 
contact  
Denise Ramsay 
Level 9 
Renslade House 
Bonhay Road 
Exeter 
EX4 3AW 
Denise.ramsay@naturalengland.org.uk 
 
 
Under Regulation 11(2) this needs to be done no later than 40 working days after the date of 
this letter].  
 
If you are not content with the outcome of your complaint, you may apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Commissioner cannot make a 
decision unless you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by Natural England. 
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner's Office, 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. Telephone: 01625 545 700, 
www.ico.gov.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Grundy 
Lead Adviser – Land Use Planning 
Amanda.grundy@naturalengland.org.uk 
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