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 Essex County Council 
 Adults, Health & Community Wellbeing 
 P O Box 297 
 County Hall 
 CHELMSFORD 
 Essex   CM1 1YS 
 
 

Our ref: 

ECC-016091-11/SH 

Email Address Provided: 

Date: 16th November 2011 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

 

 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Smith 
 
Re: Freedom of Information Request 19th November 2011 

Thank you for your request for information, which was received by Essex County 
Council on 19th November 2011. 

I am pleased to enclose the following information, which I believe satisfies your request: 

There are (as far as we are aware, and after recent researches) NO advocacy 
services AT ALL for those with High Functioning Autism or Asperger Syndrome 
in Essex. 
      
Does Essex County Council have plans to set up / fund such a service? 

Although advocacy services for people with High Functioning Autism or Aspergers 
Syndrome are not specifically identified within the Adult Education Service or Mental 
Health advocacy contracts, the Adult Education Service contract would include people 
with these issues if they are also seen to have a learning disability. The Mental Health 
contract does not mention any specific conditions at all (the mental health contract asks 
that people have a Care Programme Approach (CPA). On further clarification with our 
providers they have stated that they do include people with Autism or Aspergers 
Syndrome. 
 
If there were capacity issues, people with these conditions could use: 
 
Independent Mental Capacity Advocates (IMCAs) - The primary focus of Independent 
Mental Capacity Advocates in safeguarding adult’s proceedings are the decisions 
concerning protective measures (including decisions not to take protective measures). 
Independent Mental Capacity Advocates have a statutory role to represent and support 
the person at risk in relation to these decisions which must comply with the Mental 
Capacity Act. 
 
Or 
 
Independent Mental Health Advocate (IMHA) has been available to patients subject to 
certain aspects of the Mental Health Act 1983. Independent Mental Health Advocates 
exist to help and support patients to understand and exercise their legal rights. 
Independent Mental Health Advocates are available to most detained patients as well as 
patients on supervised community treatment or guardianship.  
 



[bookmark: 2]Other patients whose treatment is subject to the special safeguards provided by the Act 
are also eligible for the services of Independent Mental Health Advocates. 
  
You may reuse all or part of this information free of charge in any format or 
medium.  You must reuse it accurately and not in a misleading context.  The material 
must be acknowledged as Essex County Council copyright and you must give the title of 
the source document/publication. 

Please contact me if you would like further advice or assistance about your request or 
your right to access information held by Essex County Council. 

If you are not satisfied with my response to your request, please let me know.  If I am 
unable to resolve the issue immediately, I will explain our complaints procedure.  

If, after following our complaints procedure, you are still not satisfied, you are entitled to 
ask the Information Commissioner to review our decision.  You can contact him at 
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545700. 

Yours Sincerely 

Stephen Hassett 
Informatics Officer 
Adult Social Care 01245 434829   

 

 




    

  

  
