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OFFICIAL 

 

 

 

L Pembroke  

Network Rail  

Email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx  

Freedom of Information 
The Quadrant  
Elder Gate 
Milton Keynes  
MK9 1EN 
 
E xxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xx.xx  

 

 

25 March 2021 

 
 
 

Dear L Pembroke  

 
Information request  

Reference number: FOI2021/00164 

 
Thank you for your email of 3 February 2021, in which you have requested the following 

information: 

 

“How many HS2/Network Rail generators are positioned in your sites in and around 

the Hampstead Road? 

 
Can you move generators to a different location and run cables to whatever it is 

that it supplies? 

 
What are they used for and why does it run all night? 
 
If it’s for health and safety, what is that related to and can I see the risk 

assessment? 
 
Do they all have acoustic screens? 

 
Were these fitted by a specialist contractor as poor workmanship or gaps in the 

screen will let sound out? 

 
Why can't there be another UPS eg batteries for whatever it is that requires it? 

 
Why can’t you use a temporary DNO power supply and have a generator for 

backup only?” 

 
I have processed your request under the terms of the Environmental Information 

Regulations 2004 (EIR). The EIR, like the Freedom of Information Act 2000 in the UK, 
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allows people to access information held by public authorities1. The EIR specifically 

provides a route of access to information which refers to matters of the environment – in 

this case, I am of the view that information in relation to the rail infrastructure meets the 

definition at Regulation 2(1)(b) which refers to “factors, such as substances, energy, noise, 

radiation or waste, including radioactive waste, emissions, discharges and other releases 

into the environment, affecting or likely to affect the elements of the environment 

referred to in (a);” and Regulation 2(1)(c) which refers to “measures (including 

administrative measures), such as policies, legislation, plans, programmes, environmental 

agreements, and activities affecting or likely to affect the elements and factors referred to 

in (a) and (b) as well as measures or activities designed to protect those elements”. 

 
I have consulted with some of our experts and I can confirm that we hold some of the 

information you have requested. In the interest of clarity, I have numbered each part of 

your request below and will answer each in turn.  

 
1.  How many HS2/Network Rail generators are positioned in your sites in and around 

the Hampstead Road? 

 
I can confirm we hold this information. Network Rail currently only have one generator 

that may be considered within the vicinity of Hampstead Road. This particular generator is 

operating in the Station Power Signal Box yard on the other side of Cardington Street, 

approximately 100metres away from Hampstead Road. Whilst we currently have one 

generator within this area - it is important to note, that on occasions where we have to do 

essential maintenance or emergency works on the railway, we may also need to use a 

generator for these works in the future.  

 
We do not hold information on HS2 Ltd generators, so if you would like information on 

this, it may be helpful for you to submit a request to HS2 Ltd directly, via 

xxx.xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xx 

 
2.  Can you move generators to a different location and run cables to whatever it is 

that it supplies?  

 
We do not hold recorded information on part 2, but I can advise that our generators are 

specific to work locations and used temporarily for the duration of works. Some generators 

are portable and can be moved around the site to accommodate the work location – an 

example of this is, for the purpose of site lighting, to assist in the safety of staff working in 

dimly lit locations and during night hours. The generator mentioned above in part 1, 

currently situated at the Station Power Signal Box site, has already been positioned in the 

most closed off and concealed area possible, below street level and behind a brick wall and 

 

1 Please see http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/3391/regulation/2/made for the definition of 
environmental information. Section 39 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) exempts 
environmental information from the FOIA and requires us to consider it under the EIR.   
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fence. It is not possible to move this generator to a new location that would be more 

concealed, as this would hinder the operational work at this site.  

 
3.  What are they used for and why does it run all night? 

 
Any generators that we have situated at sites, are needed to run power lighting for staff 

safety, as well as run power for the tools that are needed to cover track maintenance 

activities. The generator currently at the Station Power Signal Box site is also used to 

power the welfare facility in the yard.  

 

4.  If it’s for health and safety, what is that related to and can I see the risk 

assessment? 

 
The health and safety element for the use of the generators at work sites relate to being 

the means of providing power for site lighting at the site, which is crucial for the staff who 

work at night. Site lighting is required for the safety of our staff when working in a rail 

construction site. It is a requirement under the Health & Safety at Work Act2, as well as the 

Construction (Design and Management) Regulations3, we do not hold a specific risk 

assessment.  

 

5.  Do they all have acoustic screens?  

 
Whilst we do not hold recorded information on this, I can confirm that not all generators 

can use acoustic noise barriers, as they are often near to the operational railway. We try to 

use silent site lighting for the bigger sites and portable battery task lights for the smaller 

sites, wherever we can. The generator at the Station PSB site is positioned below street 

level, behind a retaining brick wall and fence. There are also two buildings between the 

generator and Hampstead Road. For this reason, at this site we do not feel that additional 

screening is necessary as these mitigations to minimise noise have been put in place.  

 
6.  Were these fitted by a specialist contractor as poor workmanship or gaps in the 

screen will let sound out?  

 
I can confirm that the Network Rail generator in question was fitted by a specialist 

company for these construction activities covering electrical, mechanical and security 

systems.  

 

7.  Why can't there be another UPS e.g. batteries for whatever it is that requires it?  

 
We also do not hold any documentation on this, however I can advise that battery 

powered tools are being investigated, but they are currently not powerful enough to 

 

2 https://www.hse.gov.uk/legislation/hswa.htm 
3 https://www.hse.gov.uk/construction/cdm/2015/index.htm 
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replace generators. We are in the process of trialling electric tools but there are some 

issues with the current technology, battery longevity & availability. I can advise that silent 

working electrical supply for the work sites within this vicinity is being investigated and 

hopefully developed. Unfortunately, no alternative power source is currently available to 

replace the use of generators on railway infrastructure/track side. Another point to make is 

that an additional power source would not be compatible with rail power / electricity due 

to the power output difference.  

 

8.  Why can’t you use a temporary DNO power supply and have a generator for 

backup only? 

 
As mentioned above for part 7, alternative power supplies are being considered but the 

implementation of these are subject to design and availability. The Station Power Signal 

Box site and the generator located here, is a temporary work site for the demolition of the 

Western side of Euston Station.  

 
As we are only able to search and comment on information that Network Rail hold, I am 

aware that HS2 Ltd also have some generators within this location. If you have not 

already done so, you may wish to contact HS2 Ltd directly, who may be able to assist you 

further with your query. You can do this by contacting xxx.xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xx. 

 
I hope that from our responses, you are able to obtain a complete picture of the 

generators within this area and I trust that our responses are helpful for you.  

 
If you have any enquiries about this response, please contact me in the first instance at 

xxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xx.xx. Details of your appeal rights are below. 

 
Please remember to quote the reference number at the top of this letter in all future 

communications. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Najea Begum 

Information Officer 

 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright.  You are free to 

use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-commercial research, and 

for any other purpose authorised by an exception in current copyright law.  Documents 

(except photographs) can also be used in the UK without requiring permission for the 

purposes of news reporting.  Any other re-use, for example commercial publication, would 

require the permission of the copyright holder. Please contact me if you wish to re-use the 

information and need to seek the permission of the copyright holder.  

 
Appeal Rights 
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If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a 

complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the Head of Freedom of 

Information at Network Rail, Freedom of Information, The Quadrant, Elder Gate, Milton 

Keynes, MK9 1EN, or by email at xxx@xxxxxxxxxxx.xx.xx. Your request must be submitted 

within 40 working days of receipt of this letter.   

 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply 

directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner 

(ICO) can be contacted at Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, Water 

Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF or you can contact the ICO through the 'Make a 

Complaint' section of their website on this link: https://ico.org.uk/make-a-complaint/ 

 
The relevant section to select will be "Official or Public Information".  
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