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FOI REF: 17/494 
 
 
5th October 2017 
 
 
Via email to:  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 

 
I am responding to your request for information under the Freedom of Information Act.  The 
answers to your specific questions are as follows: 
 
NHS Improvement wrote to the chief executives of all non-specialist acute trusts in 
England on or around 7th September 2017 in relation to their proposal for pathology 
hubs and spokes, which divided English NHS hospitals into 29 groups.   Chief 
executives were required to reply by September 30th 2017, either agreeing to commit 
resources to forming a pathology hub and spoke with the other trusts defined for them 
by NHS improvement, or to submit an alternative proposal.  In relation to this, please 
answer the following questions: 
 
a.  

Has the chief executive of your trust written to confirm their acceptance of the 
proposal from NHS Improvement 
The Chief Executive responded to the letter by the due date, but has not confirmed 
support for the proposed network. 
 

b.  

If the answer to a) is ‘no’, do they plan to and if so by when? 

East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust has responded. 
 

c.  

If the answer to a) is ‘no’, has the trust submitted an alternative proposal 

The Trust has requested support to fully consider two options, including the one 
proposed by NHS Improvement and another network. 
 

d.  

Are the trust considering (either in alignment with the NHS Improvement 
proposal, or as an alternative) any solutions which would involve partnerships 
with or outsourcing (we are excluding the sending of low volume specialist tests 
to these companies from the definition of outsourcing) to private sector 
laboratory companies (defined as companies which manage laboratories such as 
TDL, Sonic, HSL, synlab, Labco, Viapath, and not companies which provide 
equipment such as Siemens, Abbott laboratories, or Roche) 
No, the Trust is entering the second year of a managed laboratory contract. 
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e.  

Have the trust, either individually, or collectively with the other trusts in its 
group, ruled out any form of partnership or outsourcing the management of their 
laboratories as defined above, for the foreseeable future. 
No, the Trust has not formally considered the issue or adopted any position.  

 
If I can be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Should you be dissatisfied with the Trust’s response to your request, please write to Lynette 
Wells, Director of Corporate Affairs, East Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust 
(xxxxxxx.xxxxxx@xxx.xxx) quoting the above reference. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Jo Shoesmith 
Freedom of Information Manager  
 
 
 




    

  

  
