Defence Business Services
Secretariat

Room 6229
Ministry Norcross
of Defence Trormon Cleveleys
Ref: FOI2023/06309 Email: DBSRES-Secretariat@mod.uk

Mr N Cook
request-982347-35abb4b2@whatdotheyknow.com

5 July 2023

Dear Mr Cook,

Thank you for your email of 19 May 2023 to the Ministry of Defence (MOD) requesting the
following information:

“l have reviewed your transparency data of spend over £500 for October 2022:
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishi
ng.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachme
nt_data%2Ffile%2F1122462%2FMOD s government _procurement card_spending
over 500 for October 2022.xIsx&data=05%7C01%7Ccio-
f0i%40mod.gov.uk%7C285dd28a49874b9197e208db58a2827f%7Cbe7760ed59534
84bae95d0al6dfa09e5%7C0%7C1%7C638201227253062126%7CUnknown%7CT
WFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wWLjAWMDAILCJOIjoiV2IuMzIliLCJBTIil6lklhaWwiLCJIXV
C16Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=60TP34%2FyuCcbzyGWzpTrMk4BroN
ZhlYPVhsfhbUdrEU%3D&reserved=0

| am interested in essential/non-essential Government Department spending and |
write to ask under the Freedom of Information Act for a copy of the Business Case
and any documentation associated with the following payment:

UNIQUE REFERENCE TRANSACTION DATE  AMOUNT MCC
MERCHANT_CATEGORY

MODGPC00354280 ----- 10/31/2022 ---------- 824.04 --- 7997 ----

Amusement/Entertainment”

| am treating your correspondence as a request for information under the Freedom of
Information Act 2000 (FOIA). | would first like to apologise for the delay in responding.

This letter is to inform you that the MOD holds information related to your request, but that
we believe some of the information falls within the scope of the following qualified
exemption(s): Section 26 (Defence). As such it is necessary for us to decide whether, in all
the circumstances of the case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs
the public interest in disclosure.

The FOIA requires us to respond to requests promptly, and in any case no later than 20
working days after receiving your request. However, when a qualified exemption applies to
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the information and the public interest test has to be conducted, the Act allows the time for
response to be longer than 20 working days. A full response must be provided within such
time as is reasonable in all circumstances of the case and, in relation to your request, we
estimate that it will take an additional 20 working days to take a final decision on where the
balance of public interest lies. We therefore plan to let you have a response by 2 August
2023. If it appears that it will take longer than this to reach a conclusion, we will let you
know.

If you have any queries regarding the content of this letter, please contact this office in the
first instance.

If you wish to complain about the handling of your request, or the content of this response,
you can request an independent internal review by contacting the Information Rights
Compliance team, Ground Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail CIO-
FOI-IR@mod.gov.uk). Please note that any request for an internal review should be made
within 40 working days of the date of this response.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may raise your complaint
directly to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the
Freedom of Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not
normally investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been completed.
The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: Information Commissioner’s Office,
Woycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. Further details of the role and
powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website at
https://ico.org.uk/.

Yours sincerely,

Defence Business Services (Secretariat)
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