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Dear Professor Mouhot, 

 

Your request was received on 10 March 2018 and I am dealing with it under the terms of the Freedom 

of Information Act 2000 (‘the Act’). 

 

You asked: 

 

Please send me the minutes and all documents associated with the minutes of the Finance 

Comittee and of the Pensions Working Group and all documents associated with these minutes 

of the period from from 1 January 2018 to 10 March 2018. 

 

The University sought clarification of the scope of your request on 14 March 2018 as follows: 

 

Do you seek the entirety of the agendas, papers and minutes of the Finance Committee and the 

Pensions Working Group in the period listed, or just extracts about certain topics of business? 

 

You replied on 15 March 2018 to confirm that you sought the entirety of the documentation. 

 

The Minutes of the Pensions Working Group from the period are attached, with one small redaction 

which is made under the same exemption as that cited below. Please note that the attached 

documentation should not be copied, reproduced or used except in accordance with the law of 

copyright. 

 

The remainder of the documentation sought is exempt under sections 36(2)(b)(i) and (ii) of the Act. In 

the reasonable opinion of the Vice-Chancellor (who is the University’s ‘qualified person’ to make such 

decisions), its disclosure at this point in time would be likely to inhibit the free and frank provision of 

advice and/or the free and frank exchange of views for the purposes of deliberation. 
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As this is a qualified exemption, the University has considered whether, in all the circumstances of the 

case, the public interest in maintaining the exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 

information. The general public interest in the University’s discussions of financial matters is met by the 

information published in the Reporter (https://www.reporter.admin.cam.ac.uk/) and by that available, 

both within and in some cases beyond the University community, on the Governance website 

(https://www.governance.cam.ac.uk/Pages/default.aspx). The detailed documentation you seek from 

the Pensions Working Group and the Finance Committee contains commercially sensitive discussions 

of numerous financial matters; these reflect the University’s internal deliberations and debates as well 

as its consideration of professional advice. The genuine public interest in these matters (as opposed to 

any private interest) is met by the information available in the sources mentioned above. The public 

interest in permitting the University to carry out its ongoing deliberations on important matters without 

the chilling effect of public scrutiny is considered to be a decisive factor in the maintenance of the 

exemption in this case. 

 

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to make a 

complaint or request an internal review of this decision, you should write to Dr Kirsty Allen, Head of the 

Registrary’s Office, quoting the reference above, at The Old Schools, Trinity Lane, Cambridge, CB2 

1TN or send an email marked for her attention to foi@admin.cam.ac.uk. The University would normally 

expect to receive your request for an internal review within 40 working days of the date of this letter and 

reserves the right not to review a decision where there has been undue delay in raising a complaint. If 

you are not content with the outcome of your review, you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the Information Commissioner cannot make a decision unless 

you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the University. The Information 

Commissioner may be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water 

Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF (https://ico.org.uk/). 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
James Knapton 
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