
 

 

Our ref: IRQ192013 

17 February 2014 

 

Dear David, 

 

Thank you for your information request dated 25 January 2014. 

 

1. I wish to be informed of the Commissioner’s Strategy for ending medical 

epidemics in Scotland such as obesity, asthma, diabetes, CFS, infertility, 

depression, alcohol intolerance, sight loss and dementia among Scottish 

children and young people. 

 

The Commissioner has a ‘Strategic Plan 2012-2016’ that sets out the strategic direction 

of the work of the office for this period. The plan prioritises those areas impacting on 

children and young people’s rights that the Commissioner will seek to influence. This 

plan was informed by two consultations; one with professionals working with, and on 

behalf of, children and young people and the other, known as a RIGHT blether was 

carried out with children and young people. The Strategic Plan is available to view on 

the Commissioner’s website at 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/SCCYP_Strategic_Plan_12-16.pdf 

 

Ending medical epidemics in Scotland among children and young people is not one of 

the areas of work prioritised in the Strategic Plan. The Commissioner has therefore 

not developed a strategy for ending medical epidemics among children and young 

people. 

 

The Commissioner does however seek to influence national work on improving the 

health of children and young people in Scotland. As outlined in the Strategic Plan (p.9) 

the Commissioner believes that ‘we must transform our approach to children at the 

earliest stage possible – from pregnancy through to their entry into formal education’. 

As part of this work the Commissioner is a member of the Early Years Taskforce, 

which oversees the delivery of the Early Years Framework that seeks to ensure there 

are positive opportunities for children to get the start in life that will give them a 

strong platform for healthy growth, development and attainment.  More information 

on the Early Years Framework is available at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/early-years 

 

As part of the Commissioner’s work on Strategic Aim 1 of his Strategic Plan (p.14), to 

maximise the impact of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 

(UNCRC) in Scotland, he meets with representatives from the Scottish Government 

Health Department, Health Boards and Child Health Commissioners’. These meetings 

are a useful means for the Commissioner to influence child health policy and practice.  

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/SCCYP_Strategic_Plan_12-16.pdf
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/People/Young-People/early-years


 

 

 

 

 

As part of this influencing work the Commissioner also seeks to ensure that a 

children’s rights perspective is embedded in new legislation, policy and guidance 

affecting children and young people in Scotland. The Commissioner has responded to 

consultations and provided evidence to Parliament on issues that concern the health 

of children and young people.  

 

A Tobacco Control Strategy for Scotland. November 2012 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/A_Tobacco_Control_Strategy_for_Scotland.pdf 

 

Department of Health: Consultation on Standardised Packaging of Tobacco 

Products. August 2012 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Standardised_

packaging_of_tobacco_products.pdf 

 

Mental Health Strategy for Scotland: 2011-2015. January 2012 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Mental_Health

_Strategy_Consultation_Response.pdf 

 

Alcohol Etc. Bill (Scotland): Evidence to the Health and Sport Committee. January 

2010 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation%20Responses%202010/Alcohol

%20Bill%20Written%20Evidence%202010.pdf 

 

 

2. I wish to be informed of the Commissioner’s strategy, policies, and/or intentions 

associated with medically harmful gas fracking initiatives in Scotland that have 

the potential to harm Scottish children and young people. 

 

To date the Commissioner has not developed a strategy, policy and/or intention 

associated with gas fracking initiatives in Scotland that may have the potential to 

harm children and young people. This is not an area of work prioritised in the 

Commissioner’s Strategic Plan 2012-2016. However, as part of his monitoring of law, 

policy and practice the Commissioner does assess the impact of emerging issues that 

are not part of his Strategic Plan; with this in mind the Commissioner will be keeping 

abreast of developments in Scotland on gas fracking and the implications it may have 

on children and young people’s rights. 

 

 

I hope this information is helpful, however, if you are not satisfied with this response, you 

are entitled in the first instance to request a review of the decision made by Scotland’s 

Commissioner for Children and Young People. Should you wish to request a review, 

http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/A_Tobacco_Control_Strategy_for_Scotland.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Standardised_packaging_of_tobacco_products.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Standardised_packaging_of_tobacco_products.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Mental_Health_Strategy_Consultation_Response.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation_Responses_2012/Mental_Health_Strategy_Consultation_Response.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation%20Responses%202010/Alcohol%20Bill%20Written%20Evidence%202010.pdf
http://www.sccyp.org.uk/downloads/Consultation%20Responses%202010/Alcohol%20Bill%20Written%20Evidence%202010.pdf


 

 

 

 

please write to Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People at the address 

below within 40 working days of receiving this response. When making a request for 

review can you please give your name, an address for correspondence (this can be an 

email address), and details of your original request and say why you want a review. You 

will receive a full response to this request for review within 20 working days of its receipt. 

Once informed of Scotland’s Commissioner for Children and Young People’s decision, if 

you are still not satisfied, then you are entitled to apply to the Scottish Information 

Commissioner for an appeal. Contact details are: 

 

Scottish Information Commissioner 

Kinburn Castle 

Doubledykes Road  

St Andrews, 

Fife, KY16 9DS 

Telephone: 01334 464610 

Email: enquiries@itspublicknowledge.info 

 

Further information about requesting a review or making an appeal can be found on the 

website of the Scottish Information Commissioner  

http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/UnhappyWithResponse.aspx 

 

Should you require any further assistance concerning this request please contact me on 

0131 558 3733. 

 

Regards 

Gillian Munro 

Information Officer 

 

mailto:xxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxxx
http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/UnhappyWithResponse.aspx

