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Dear Ms Tomkins,  
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information Internal Review request received on 26 May 2013. 
This was in relation to your original FoI request reference 1615 to which you have not received 
a response. I am of a more senior grade to the person originally dealing with your request, and 
can confirm that I have carried out an internal review. I am now in a position to respond to you. 
 
In your correspondence dated 26 May 2013 you said: 
 
I am now writing to you as you have now passed two deadlines for 
relpying to my foi request. The first deadline of 29th April 2013 was 
passed as you requested an extension (please see a quote taken from 
your last correspondence below) 
      
"It is occasionally necessary to extend the 20 working day time limit 
for issuing a response. In the case of your request, we need to extend 
the time limit because the information requested must be considered 
under one of the exemptions to which the public interest test applies. 
This extra time is needed in order to make a determination as to the 
public interest." 
      
With your quote (above) in mind may I draw your attention to the 
following link: 
      
http://www.informationtribunal.gov.uk/DBFiles/Decision/i1016/EA-2012-
0207%28+2%29_Judgment_17-05-2013.pdf 
      
in which shows that both the original Information Commissioner AND 
David Marks QC (Tribunal Judge)deem the information regarding 
'Workfare' (and schemes of a similar nature)including charities and 
companies participating in such schemes as indeed 'in the publics 
interests'. I trust you will bear this in mind when replying to my 
request. 
      
Unfortunately, If I do not hear from you by the end of the day on WED 
5th June 2013, which will be 7 working days from now, I will have no 



[bookmark: 2]option but to escalate this foi for an internal review. I trust I will 
not need to take this action. 
 
Firstly may we apologise for us not keeping you informed as to the progress of your original 
request. We advised you that we would contact you by 24 May and we did not and for that we 
apologise.  
 
As you are aware from your above correspondence the question as to whether the information 
you have requested is in the public interest has been before a tribunal. Whilst that tribunal did 
not accept the DWP’s case we are still in the process of considering our position in relation to 
this information. Unfortunately we will need to further extend the time limit for providing a 
response. This is because DWP is currently considering its options in the light of the outcome 
of this last tribunal.  We would therefore expect to provide you with a response by 28 June 
2013. 

If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above.   

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, London, SW1H 

9NA. Any review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
