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Dear Mr Zola, 
 
Thank you for your Freedom of Information (FOI) review request received on 9 August 2012, in 
which you asked for a review of you previous Freedom of Information request (FOI 2726 and 
2873).  
 
Please be assured that your request has been given our full consideration and that all aspects 
of your review were taken fully into account. This review was conducted by an independent 
official of the Department, of the relevant grade and authority to carry out such requests. The 
case has been examined afresh, and guidance has been sought from domain experts to 
ensure all factors were taken fully into account. 
 
In your review request you state that you do not consider your original freedom of information 
request to be vexatious, as the information requested is over a different period of time, from 
the information requested in your previous FOI requests.   
 
In the last eight months, you have requested information regarding the names of organisations 
offering work placements as part of the Mandatory Work Activity or substantially similar 
information, in at least three separate FOI requests; all of these requests have also undergone 
an independent review.  The names of these organisations have not been provided in each of 
these requests and refused citing the section 43 exemption of the Freedom of Information Act 
2000. You also have a request for this information currently under review by the Information 
Commissioner’s Office (ICO). 
 
Although your latest request (FOI 2726 and 2873) was for information over a different time 
period, it is not unreasonable to expect that this information would also be withheld under the 
same exemptions as your previous request (section 43) as it is substantially similar to your 
previous requests on this subject and the case you currently have outstanding with the 
Information Commissioner’s Office.    
 
After considering this request I maintain that your FOI requests (2726 and 2873) are vexatious 
in nature when considering the Information Commissioners guidance criteria described below. 
 



[bookmark: 2]  would cause significant costs to DWP in replying, 

  is designed to cause disruption or annoyance, and 

  lacks any serious purpose or value. 

  is harassing DWP or causing distress to staff, 

  can otherwise fairly be characterised as obsessive or manifestly unreasonable 
 
I believe that asking for the same or substantially similar information, while the ICO is still 
investigating your original request, is vexatious and is designed to cause disruption, 
annoyance and cost to the Department.  Therefore I have upheld the original decision and I 
consider these requests (FOI 2726 and 2873) to be vexatious in nature and under section 
14(1) of the Freedom of Information Act. 
 
If you have any queries about this letter please contact me quoting the reference number 
above. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
DWP Central FoI Team 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act 

 

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing freedom-of-information-

xxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx or by writing to DWP, Central FoI Team, Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any 

review request should be submitted within two months of the date of this letter.  

 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the Information 

Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a decision unless you have 

exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information 

Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF www.ico.gov.uk 




    

  

  
