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Note: This guide is an overview of some of the main provisions of the 
Act and should not be regarded as a legal interpretation. 

1. What does the Freedom of Information Act do?
The Freedom of Information (FOi) Act 2000 gives everyone the right to
request information from public authorities. The FOi Act means that, from 1
January 2005, you can get information to help you to understand better how
this department works, how we spend public money, and how and why we
make our decisions.

2. You can also get information under:
• The Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA) which, amongst other things,

gives individuals access to their own personal information. The DPA
applies to private enterprise as well as public authorities.

• The Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIRs) which gives
people access to environmental information. El Rs apply to
"environmental information" held by organisations that perform
functions of a public nature.

3. How do I get information about the department under the FOi Act?
If you have access to the Internet you can get information on the

departmental website at www.finance-ni.gov.uk; or visit www.nidirect.gov.uk
for further information on accessing the websites of all Northern Ireland
Government departments. Alternatively you can write to us at the address on
the letter accompanying this leaflet.

4. How long does it take to get information?
Once a written request for information is received, we have 20 working days
to respond - although that time can be extended where a "qualified"
exemption applies and we need to consider the public interest.

5. Is there a cost for getting information?
This depends on a number of factors including the volume of material
requested. Responses to enquiries that cost the department less than £600
to process will normally be provided free of charge. The department has the




