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User Guide to holding Recreational Events
on §S8I Designated
Lowland Heathland and Conifer Plantation
within the Army Training Estate (Home Counties)

The primary use, for which the MOD holds or uses land, is for military requtmmenis and in
tha interest of National Defence.

A lasge amount of the Army Training Estals (Home Counties) comprises Jowland heathland,
or rotationally managed conifer plantation of such high conservation Imporiance thal vast
iracts have been designaled as importani sites for nature conservalion, both nationally as
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSis), but aiso recognised for their intemational wildlife
imponance under the EC Birds and Habitats Directives. :




The Role of English Nature as nature conservation advisors to Dsfence Estates

Due to the national and intemational ecological importance of these habitats and species
they are protected by law to prevent any damage or delerioration to them. Defence Estates
undertake full consuilation with English Nature to ensure that these wildiife and gaopgraphical
conservation issues are given full consideration, when considering alternative uses, such as
civifian events on the Army Training Estate. \ ,

Engiish Nature advises Defence Estales on the compatibility of any events (or management)
with the requirements of nature conservation law. Defence Estales then take a decision
based on the information provided.

A minimum perod of al least four months should be given to allow this process to be
completed in advance of any event taking place.

Birds and Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

175 spacies have been recorded on the Amy Training Estate (Home Counties). Annual bird
counts are made by local bird watchers enabling populations to be monilored and
appropriate conservation projects to be initisted.

Such counts have revealed that important breeding populations of intemationatly threatened
species Including woodiadk, nightiar and Dartford warbler {which are lisled on Annex | of the
Bifﬁnmmtve}mfaundmmwﬁnhg&mmmcomﬂea) ‘These birds and their
habitats are now protected as Spacial Protection Areas (SPA), and Spécial Areas of
Consarvation (SAC) under European law through the Habitats Reguiations. This is supporied
at 8 national level by S8S) designations. legisiation which prevents any damage, or
deterioration or disturbance to the habitals and cormesponding species it protects.

Woodark and nightjer are fraditianal heathland species which breed in a woodiand edge
habitat on heathiand, or in clear-fefled and young forestry. Following research these special
hirds are known o be particutarty sensitive to distwbance such as nolse; dogs and larpe
- numbaers of pacpie. For these reasons events should be planned to avoid the Annex | bird

ﬁmm season,
Annex | birds

Woudlark Dartford thinr ,

_ Brending Sesson: | Broeding Se
Fabva Mgtm F‘nbnmy - Seplember m-sm
Additianally, Oariford mrbtm feed on mm:am fwnd typically on gorse hmhaa
adjining the hesthland and ere particuldrly susceplible tb cold weather, which has
hisiorically caused dramatic population crashes in this species. Henoe, it may siso be
important to avoid any disturbance to them during cold weather speils when limited food

resourcas may also increase stress tevels. This issue Is ikely to bammonacasaby
case basis.




Dry Lowhnd Heathland

Lowland heaihland Is an ancient habital existing on freely drained, sandy, nutrient poor soils,
It supports a varied fora and fauna, Mcanbatypicai&yremgnim by ils extensive tracts of
heather species such as ling, cruss4eaved heath and bell heather, and garse species. The
UK hoids 20% (68,000 hectares) of the worid-wide resource of this habitat, which provides
habitat for many fiora and fauna which are exclusively related to it

This habitat is successional and can become Invadad by birch, pine and bracken mung 8
woodland edge habital, which must be managed to retain the corect balance of
characteristics. Ancient traditional practices such as grazing, cutting and contrafled buming
have now largely ceased in this country.

As previcusly mentionad birds which may be seen on heathlands include woodlark, nightjar,
Dartford warbler, stonechat and hobby, Many bulterflies and moths may also be found, the
green hairstresk, silver studded-blue, grayling and emperor moth being typical. Additionally
rare reptiles such as the smooth snake and sand fizard enjoy baskingon south facing sandy
banks of heathlands

Whﬂﬂmeﬂwmspaaesﬁmmhadagmufdlsmmmebmesandymﬂsof
heathland, there Is a8 sensitive balance between this and any use which may cause argsion,
nrmmsmdmdmmxnmmmwwmmmmmmmu
mountain bilkes eit. ) become aven desper during rainfall runoff on slopes. Additionally,
heaﬂmmydemiomhhmﬂﬂm i intensively trampled. mﬂmm&misadska&
trampling ground nesting birds’ eggs and young.

Theralore, mywmmummmwyuuummmmwaysaw-
consideration is given to decreasing the likefihood of damage to sensitive habitats. For
axampie, by reducing pedestrian numbars on any focal areas ie. around car parks, gates
elc., or pmmmwmswdmmanmmmm&njmma
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Wet heathliand

Wet heathland may occur in holiows and depressions of dry heath where drainage is
impeded. It is characterised by the presence of mosses and purple moor grass, the latter
may become dominant if drying out occurs. A more species rich flora, including bog
asphodel, devil's bit scabious, meadow thistle, the sundews, sedges and two orchids is
encouraged through mamtammg an open habitat and controlling the water conditions.
Additionally this habitat is important for outstanding dragonﬂy and dams&lﬂles assemblages
and the rare bag bush cricket.

Some of the wet heathiand flora is rare and highly sensitive to trampling damage, which may
alter the water conditions and damage sensitive species. Additionally the emergent
vegetation is used by dragonflies and damselflies for g9 laying purposes and also dunng
larval developmental stages in the life cycle.

For these reasons any event or recreational use must be planned to avoid these areas.

As the vast majority of the Army Training Estate (Home Counties) is designated SSSI and
subject to the above, English Nature and Defence Estates has provided this text as a broad
guidance for user groups to plan appropriate events. However, the detail of all gvents will
need to be given full consideration by Defence Estates and Landmarc Support Services with
- respect to nature conservation law. Please contact Defence Estates at the following address:

Longmooar Training Camp
Longmoor
Liss
Hampshire
(GU35 6EL
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