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UNIVERSITY OF WARWICK 
 
Summer Examinations 2015/2016 
 
War and Economy in the Twentieth Century 
 
Time Allowed: 1.5 hours.  
 
Answer the COMPULSORY question in Section A (30 marks). Answer ONE question 
from Section B (70 marks). Answer Section A questions in one booklet and Section B 
questions in a separate booklet. 
 
Read carefully the instructions on the answer book provided and make sure that the 
particulars required are entered on each answer book. If you answer more questions than are 
required and do not indicate which answers should be ignored, we will mark the requisite 
number of answers in the order in which they appear in the answer book(s). Answers beyond 
that number will not be considered.  
 

 

Section A: Answer the COMPULSORY Question 

 

 
1.  Write short notes on any three of the following (10 marks each). 

 
(a) The economic strength of the Allies versus the Central Powers in World War I. 
 
(b) The population losses of the Allies versus the Axis powers in World War II.  
 
(c) The concept of economic warfare. 
 
(d) The concept of free riding in alliances. 

 
 

Section B: Answer ONE Question 

 
 
2.  Describe how food rationing worked in at least one wartime setting that you have 

studied. How was food rationing intended to support economic mobilization for war, and 
what was the actual outcome? (70 marks) 

 
 
3.  Does conquest pay? The first half of the twentieth century witnessed various attempts by 

national governments to extract economic advantage from the occupation of external 
territories. Describe one or more of these attempts. Does the evidence point to success or 
failure? (70 marks) 

 
4.  The market for defence goods has commonly been described as highly imperfect. Why? 

What measures have government regulators in various countries found to be useful in 
overcoming its worst defects? (70 marks) 
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