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Information Rights (IRU) 
Department for Business, Innovation & 
Skills 
1 Victoria Street,  

 

London  
SW1H 0ET 
 

 

 

James Cameron 

T  +44 (0)20 7215 5000 - Public enquiries 
  +44 (0)20 7215 6740 - Textphone (for 

Via email: xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 

  those with hearing impairment)  
E  xxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx  

 
 

www.gov.uk/bis 
 

BIS reference: FOI2014/25886 

 

Date: 8 December 2014 

 

 
 
Dear Mr Cameron 
  
RE: Freedom of Information Request 
 
Thank you for your email of 15 November 2014 where you requested the following information: 
 
 
“With regard to the prospective closure of Islington Centre for Refugees and Migrants due to funding cuts 
apparently by your department (via Skills Funding Agency and Waltham Forest College); have you done 
a study into the knock on cost across various government departments (e.g., stopping English courses 
means spending on interpreters) and councils (e.g., refugees and migrants processed through a more 
costly route?)? 
How does the cross departmental/councils knock on effect compare with the saving?  
Please provide the study”.  
 
 
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 ('the Act'), you have the right to:  
 
•  know whether we hold the information you require 

•  be provided with that information (subject to any exemptions under the Act which may apply). 
 
I am writing to advise you that, following a search of our paper and electronic records, I have established 
that the information you requested is not held by this Department. No research has been undertaken on 
this subject matter. 
 
Colleges and training providers have the freedom and flexibility to decide how they use their Adult Skills 
Budget to meet the needs of their community. It is the college’s responsibility to determine what courses 
it offers locally within its resources.  The Skills Funding Agency (the Agency) does not have a planning 
function, nor can it intervene if the college decides to alter the pattern of its delivery. 
 
However, for information, you may be interested to know that Islington Centre for Refugees and Migrants 
do not receive direct funding from the Agency. We understand from Waltham Forest College, they 
informed the Centre, who are a sub-contractor, well in advance that they could no longer continue 
funding the Centre and offered them £80,000 in transition funding. 
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Appeals procedure 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask for an internal review. 
Internal review requests should be submitted within two months of the date of receipt of the response to 
your original letter and should be addressed to the Information Rights Unit 
(xxx.xxxxxxxx@xxx.xxx.xxx.xx). 
 
Information Rights Unit 
Department for Business, Innovation & Skills 
1 Victoria Street  
London  
SW1H 0ET 
 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number above in any future communications. 
 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to the 
Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF. 
 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Vocational Education Directorate  
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