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INFORMATION GOVERNANCE 

Lafrowda House 

St. German’s Road 

Exeter, UK  

EX4 6TL 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxx.xx.xx 

www.exeter.ac.uk/ig 

 

25 March 2020 

Ref: FOI20-118 

 

Dear Requester, 

Thank you for your email of 5th March 2020 requesting information under the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000.  Please see the responses to each of your questions below: 

1.  I was wondering if you have any money invested in oil and gas companies either though 

investment or research money?  

The University of Exeter has not held any investments in Shell or in other Oil & Gas companies since 
the 29th Feb 2020. 

2.  Do you still have £740.747 in Royal Dutch Shell PLC as part of your Rathbones portfolio?  

Please refer to question 1 

3.  I was also wondering if you receive any research money for projects working on biofuel or 

similar projects? Like this one: 
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.exeter.ac.uk%2
Fresearch%2Fpartnership%2Fshell%2F&amp;data=02%7C01%7CInformationGovernance%40
exeter.ac.uk%7C0813581e213442396f6808d7c1053691%7C912a5d77fb984eeeaf321334d8f
04a53%7C0%7C1%7C637190100440071741&amp;sdata=VD32z1dONkIKksgH18gpoXA6nC5q
w7gpZR3iNOiIHGo%3D&amp;reserved=0 

The information you have requested is considered to be commercially sensitive as specified in 
section 43 of the Freedom of Information Act. As such this information will not be released. 

Section 43 is a qualified exemption and so a public interest test has been carried out. In favour of 
disclosure we considered the principles of both transparency and accountability in the way a public 
authority performs its functions. Opposing this we considered the impact disclosure of this 
information could have on our ability to successfully bid for research funding in the future. 
Additionally we considered the impact disclosure could have on our commercial partner’s ability to 
offer competitive levels of funding. 

The University feels that disclosure of information has the potential to weaken the University’s 
position as a researcher and harm potential income streams. There is also potential for the 
information to disadvantage partners in their respective markets. It is the view of the University that 
these factors, in particular the likelihood of such data impacting future tender exercises, outweigh 
the factors in favour of releasing the information. 
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This response has been prepared in accordance with a request received pursuant to the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000. The supply of documents under FOI does not give the person who receives the 
information an automatic right to re-use the documents without obtaining the consent of the 
copyright holder. If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, you have the right to ask 
for an internal review. You must submit this to the Information Governance Office in writing within 
40 days of receipt of this notification. Please quote the reference number above. 

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to apply directly to 
the Information Commissioner for a decision. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at: 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF. 
(https://ico.org.uk/)  

Kind Regards, 

 

Information Governance 

University of Exeter 

 

 




    

  

  
