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Response to Request for Information 

 

Reference: 1293912 

Date:   11/03/2019 

  

Introduction of Electric Buses to serve Greater Cambridge 

 

Please release any contracts/agreements relating to the provision by the Greater Cambridge Partnership of 

“around £400,000” to help introduce electric buses to serve Greater Cambridge. 

 

This request for information follows the publication by the partnership of a press release titled: “GCP and 

Stagecoach East unveil first electric buses to serve Greater Cambridge” on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at: 

 

https://www.greatercambridge.org.uk/news/gcp-and-stagecoach-east-unveil-first-electric- 

buses-to-serve-greater-cambridge  

 

We have reviewed your request for information in accordance with the Environmental Information Regulations 

2004. With regard to your request for a copy of the agreement between the Greater Cambridge Partnership (GCP) 

and Stagecoach relating to the GCP’s investment in electric buses in Greater Cambridge, whilst both parties have 

agreed the content of an agreement, it has yet to be formally signed. This will happen in the coming days. Once 

the document is formally signed, the GCP will then be in a position to release, in line with the requirements of the 

agreement, its agreed funding contributions to Stagecoach. 

 

In this case, regulation 12 (4) (d) is engaged, which states that a public authority may refuse to disclose 

information to the extent that the request relates to unfinished documents. However, it is considered that, given 

the content of the agreement has been agreed, it would not be in the public interest to withhold disclosure of the 

document as it currently stands. Please find this document in Appendix 1. In addition, the GCP are happy to 

release a copy of the signed document, once available. 

 

You will note that some information has been redacted. This is under regulation 12 (5) (e), which states that a 

public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect the 

confidentiality of commercial or industrial information where such confidentiality is provided by law to protect a 

legitimate economic interest. 

 

As regulation 12 (5)(e) is being engaged, we are required to conduct a Public Interest Test (P.I.T) to set out the 

reasons for and against disclosure. The arguments for and against the decision to withhold this information are 

set out overleaf, in line with the Environmental Information Regulations 2004. 
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For Against  

A general assumption of release of information under 

the Environmental Information Regulations. 

The Greater Cambridge Partnership is subject to a 

contractual obligation of confidence with respect to 

the redacted information. 

Specific interest in transparency with regard to the 

scheme scope and costs. 

Disclosure of the information would harm the 

commercial interests of Stagecoach and/or the 

Greater Cambridge Partnership. 

 Disclosure of the information is likely to result in 

reputational damage to the Authority in terms of how 

it conducts business with third parties, resulting in 

loss of trust in the organisation. 

 

Our assessment has found that the weight of the arguments against disclosure in the case of the redacted 

material is greater than that of the arguments in favour; particularly, the disclosure of commercially sensitive 

information and subsequent harm to the commercial interests of the provider would be likely to hinder future 

partnership working between the GCP and third parties. 

 

 

 


