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Table NTS0409-edited
Average number trips by surface rail by purpose: Great Britain, 2002-2010

Surface rail trips per person per year

Surface rail trips (proportion by purpose)

Purpose

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Purpose

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Commuting

6

7

8

7

7

8

8

7

8

Commuting

47%

47%

49%

45%

45%

47%

48%

42%

45%

Business

1

1

1

1

1

2

1

1

1

Business

8%

8%

8%

9%

7%

9%

8%

8%

7%

Education/escort education

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Education/escort education

7%

7%

8%

8%

8%

5%

6%

9%

7%

Shopping

1

1

1

1

2

1

1

1

1

Shopping

8%

8%

8%

8%

10%

8%

8%

7%

8%

Other escort

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Other escort

1%

1%

2%

1%

1%

2%

1%

2%

2%

Personal business

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

Personal business

5%

5%

6%

4%

4%

5%

4%

5%

6%

Leisure/other1

3

3

3

4

4

4

4

4

5

Leisure/other1

24%

25%

20%

25%

25%

25%

24%

27%

27%

All purposes

13

14

16

16

16

17

18

16

19

All purposes

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Unweighted sample size:

Unweighted sample size:

   surface rail trips

3,622

4,521

5,071

5,192

5,395

5,720

5,586

5,687

6,001

   surface rail trips

3,622

4,521

5,071

5,192

5,395

5,720

5,586

5,687

6,001

Table NTS0410-edited
Average distance travelled by surface rail trips by purpose: Great Britain, 2002-2010

Surface rail distance per person per year (miles)

Surface rail distance travelled (proportion by purpose)

Purpose

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Purpose

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Commuting

159

148

168

155

167

180

183

160

185

Commuting

35%

35%

35%

31%

33%

32%

33%

31%

33%

Business

68

60

69

88

60

102

89

81

63

Business

15%

14%

14%

17%

12%

18%

16%

16%

11%

Education/escort education

15

21

18

21

22

19

19

21

22

Education/escort education

3%

5%

4%

4%

4%

3%

4%

4%

4%

Shopping

17

22

24

27

27

22

27

25

26

Shopping

4%

5%

5%

5%

5%

4%

5%

5%

5%

Other escort

4

3

5

3

7

7

6

6

7

Other escort

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

Personal business

20

18

22

17

20

23

22

23

34

Personal business

4%

4%

5%

3%

4%

4%

4%

4%

6%

Leisure/other1

173

155

172

196

210

206

203

200

226

Leisure/other1

38%

36%

36%

39%

41%

37%

37%

39%

40%

All purposes

455

427

478

508

514

559

548

516

564

All purposes

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

100%

Unweighted sample size:

Unweighted sample size:

   surface rail trips

3,622

4,521

5,071

5,192

5,395

5,720

5,586

5,687

6,001

   surface rail trips

3,622

4,521

5,071

5,192

5,395

5,720

5,586

5,687

6,001

1 Visit friends at home and elsewhere, entertainment, sport, holiday, day trip and other (inc. just walk).

Source: National Travel Survey

Note: The results presented in this table are weighted. The base (unweighted sample size) is shown in the table 
for information. Weights are applied to adjust for non-response to ensure the characteristics of the achieved 
sample match the population of Great Britain and for the drop off in trip recording. The survey results are subject 
to sampling error. For more information on the NTS weighting methodology see Section 5 of the Technical 
Report at:




Sample size - surface rail trips by purpose: Great Britain, 2002-2010

Number of surface rail trips recorded

Purpose

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

Commuting

1,676

2,085

2,416

2,279

2,373

2,610

2,588

2,344

2,588

Business

305

358

414

477

396

557

492

497

444

Education/escort education

251

328

360

405

437

279

352

504

392

Shopping

283

338

418

458

542

441

464

406

453

Other escort

54

41

84

61

71

93

73

96

104

Personal business

187

209

286

214

197

278

232

260

366

Leisure/other1

866

1,162

1,093

1,298

1,379

1,462

1,385

1,580

1,654

All purposes

3,622

4,521

5,071

5,192

5,395

5,720

5,586

5,687

6,001

1 Visit friends at home and elsewhere, entertainment, sport, holiday, day trip and other (inc. just walk).

Sample size - all individuals who completed a travel diary: Great Britain, 2002-2010

2002

2003

2004

2005

2006

2007

2008

2009

2010

All individuals

16,886

19,467

19,199

19,904

19,490

19,735

18,983

19,914

19,072

Source: National Travel Survey

Small unweighted sample size (less than 300 trips). Estimates based on these trips should not be used.

Small unweighted sample size (less than 1,000 trips). Please use estimates with caution.
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