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Further to cur comespondence on this |5s.;e earlier this year, we note that the consuftation papes and
call for evidence relating to future aviation strategy and maintenance of hub status have now been
delayed until the summer, 'We ook foreard to seeing those documents and participating in a full and
open corsuliation pracess in due coarse,

In the meantems we have been concemed by wanous statements made by the Government this month
wihich appear to indicate that the matter may not be approached opanly, such & the Prime Mirestess
camments n Indonesia and the speech of Tharasa Viliers MF on 187 Apil. These statements appear
1o be at odds with your reassurance to us that “this govemnment will folloer a proper process in
desEloping a long term sdation policy shich & in the LE's best imterasts *{ your letter of 17 February
2012), and with other statements fram the Soverrement i recen manths whers the problem ol
arport capaody has been acknowledoed in an open and constructive way withaut explcithy rulireg out
the option of a third rurway at Heathrow (n partioular the Chanceliors budget statesmeant)

Oiwiousky this s a difficult and complex issue, and we hope that the Gowermment will approach i
openly by following & due and proper process. The cormments made by Thesesa Villiers that it wiould
not be Aght 1o pre-juage the cutcame of the dealed snd edadence-based deciion making process,
and that the experience af the |ast Government shows what & tandgled web can b weven il one sLars
wiith one outcoms in mind, gue us encouragement that the Government will nod 1&l nto this rap by
ruling out any options befone the process has bean undartaken.
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e write further to aur letter of 257 &pnl 2012, to which we note no resgorse has vel been received

In light of press Mepors of recent comments made by senior individuals in Gowermment regarcng the
option of & third runway at Heathrow, we re-iterase the poinis made in our 257 April letier. Our
understanding is that the Gowernement will indeed *folow a propar process indeveloping a long term
Fastion palicy which is in the LIK's best interests® [your ketter of 17 February 200 21, and tha this
ringand 1he oplion al & hind nurmesy at Heathrow will not be gxcludied from the possible ouloomes of
the Tarthcoming comuialion process

Loon Matthenns
C et Executee OFficer
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Thank you for your lettare of 25 April and 18 May 2012 about the
Govemnment's forthceming consultation on our UK aviation policy.

It was helpful to meet with you and the Heathrow Leadership Group last
month to discuss a range of important aviation matters, including your
preparations for the Clympics. | look forward to our continuing
constructive engagement on this and many other issues.

As | have stated before, the Coalition's position on a third runway at
Heathrow remains as set out in its programme for government.

| would also like to reassure you once again that this Government will
follow a proper process in developing a long term aviation policy which is
in the UK's best interests.

Lot Lints,

Tl

JUSTINE GREENING
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& new national aviation policy

‘We welcoma the Geeemment's facus on develaping a lang-lerm sustainable nalioral
asiaban policy. As you have acknowledped, secunng Bntain's iInlematbonal conneciiity 15
lundamental 1o expanding trade, albractng invesimant and generaling eccnomic ackivily that
will creata pbs. But § Government is commitied (0 enabling groedh it muest also ook bo e
short and medium tem = increasing Mlights to new markels i e nest 15 yesrs.

If Landan, Brilains pracipal pateway io talent ard cagital, = o flourish @5 & woarkd |.'-i|'|l' and
continue bg drive the LUK ecangmy i will nesd growing air links. The forthcormng public
consultation on a new aviation policy presanis (he chance for an apen, rarsparent and
rational asgegsmeant withoul STE'_I.JIJIEE' of all oplions 1o grow Londan's inlarmabanal ar bnks. It
should alkew for considaration of the case for Heathrow's grawth and the grosth of Lordon's
oiher poirg-in-paing ainpans. including Gabwick.

f course all opbons for new capacity present substarial challenges in terms of Their
financing, funding and particularly local impact. Public concam over noise evels must be
addressed. We ungs you o explone ways to repair frust thraugh a truly indepandant noige
requizicr, permission for exfra flighls musl be accampanied by & crediole stratagy 1o tackle
noss

A review opan 1o all options would send a clear signal that Govemment (s siraming every
sinew ta develap a strategy thal supports the UK'S grosth.

Baroness Jo Valentine
Chiel Execulive

londonfiest oo qik




Department for

Transport

From the Secretary of State
Great Minster House
« 33 Horseferry Road
Ba rOness Jo .Valentlne London SW1P 4DR
Chief Exeputwe T -
London First Fax: 020 7944 4399
3 Whitcomb Street E-Mail: justine.greening@dft.gsi.gov.uk
London Web site: www.dft.gov.uk
WC2H 7HA Our Ref: MC/44116
Your Ref:
26 JUL 2012
Dwar Jo |,

Thank you for your letter of 1 June 2012 about the development of the
Government's aviation policy.

As you know, we are developing a long-term strategy for a sustainable
future for aviation. We want to provide a framework which supports
economic growth and addresses aviation's environmental impacts.

On 12 July we published a draft aviation policy framework for
consulitation. This sets out the importance of aviation to the UK economy
and the Government's proposals on how aviation can grow and deliver
for the economy while meeting its noise and climate change obligations.
The consultation closes on 31 October and we would welcome your
views on the issues covered. We remain committed to adopting a final
aviation policy framework by next spring. The draft framework can be

found here: hitp://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/dft-2012-35

We will also publish a separate call for evidence on maintaining the UK's
international aviation connectivity later this year. Through this, we will
consider a range of suggestions for how to maintain the UK’s hub
connectivity in a cost-effective and sustainable way and | can assure you
that the Government will follow the proper process in relation to the call
for evidence.

| would also like to reassure you that the local impact of aircraft noise
remains a key issue for the Department. [n the draft framework we set
out our proposals on mitigating noise and other local environmental
impacts. -



| would like to thank you for your constructive engagement in this
process to date, and encourage you to contribute to the consultation and
forthcoming call for evidence.
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JUSTINE GREENING



