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Dear Ms Leighton 
 
Information request  
Reference number: FOI2018/00957 
 
Thank you for your email of 19 July 2018, in which you requested the following 
information: 
 

1. The Network Rail Board’s conflict of interest register 
 

2. Terms of Reference of the Thameslink 2018 Industry Readiness Board 
 

3. A list of members of the Thameslink 2018 Industry Readiness Board 
(organisations, and the job titles of individuals) 

 
4. The attendance record of each member of the Thameslink 2018 Industry 

Readiness Board  
 

5. Agendas from the Thameslink 2018 Industry Readiness Board for its meetings 
from January 2017 to present 

 
6. Minutes from the Thameslink 2018 Industry Readiness Board for its meetings 

from January 2017 to present 
 

7. Papers from the Thameslink 2018 Industry Readiness Board for its meetings 
from January 2017 to present 

 
8. Any papers that Network Rail submitted to the Thameslink 2018 Industry 

Readiness Board for its meetings from January 2017 to present 
 

9. Board packs and minutes for every meeting. 
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10. Copies of the four weekly reports submitted from the Thameslink Independent 

Assurance Panel, chaired by Chris Green, to the Thameslink 2018 Industry 
Readiness Board from January 2017 to present 

 
11. The terms of reference/remit of the Thameslink Independent Assurance Panel, 

chaired by Chris Green 
 
I have processed your request under the Environmental Information Regulations 
2004 (EIR) as the information requested is environmental according to the definition 
in regulation 2(c) of the EIR. Please note section 39 of the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 (FOIA) exempts environmental information from the FOIA, but requires us 
to consider it under the EIR). 
 
I can confirm that we hold the information you requested.  
 

1. The Network Rail Board’s conflict of interest register 
 
Please find attached our register of Directors’ interests labelled “2018 05 31 
Schedule of Ext Appointments & Interests of NR Directors”.  
 
Questions 2-11 
 
All the information in answer to questions two to 11 is contained within the Industry 
Readiness Board packs. After careful consideration, I have come to the conclusion 
that they should be withheld from disclosure at this time under regulation 12(5)(d) of 
the EIRs – confidentiality of proceedings. 
 
Regulation 12(5)(d) of the EIRs states that: 
  
“…a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its 
disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of the proceedings of that or any 
other public authority where such confidentiality is provided by law.1” 
 

To explain in a little more detail, the Information Commissioner’s guidance2 explains 
that for the exception at Regulation 12(5)(d) to be engaged the public authority needs 
to demonstrate that: 
 

                                                 
1 http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2004/3391/regulation/12/made  
2 https://ico.org.uk/media/for-organisations/documents/1626/eir_confidentiality_of_proceedings.pdf  
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(1) the ‘proceedings’ in question are sufficiently formal. In this case the 
proceedings are a meeting of government, public authority and Train 
Operators working collaboratively on providing a public service. 
 

(2) the confidentiality of the proceedings must be protected by law. In this 
instance I am of the view that, at this time, the information is protected by the 
common law duty of confidence. This is because the information requested is 
not already in the public domain; it is of importance to the confider; it is not 
trivial; and there was an expectation that it would not be disclosed. 
 

(3) the public interest favours non-disclosure. To explain, there are a number of 
factors in favour of disclosure, most notably the fact that disclosure permits 
greater transparency and openness about an issue that directly affects the 
travelling public. Set against this is the fact the Department for Transport (DfT) 
is currently working on publication of these minutes and board meeting packs 
because there is are such strong grounds for the information being available. 
However, there is not an overwhelming public interest in making it available 
through the EIRs now while the DfT is still finalising their publication process 
for this information. 

 

Having considered both sides of the argument, I have reached the conclusion that 
the public interest favours non-disclosure. This is in large part because the DfT are 
working on publishing the requested information so it is available to the public – there 
is little reason for thinking that it is appropriate to undermine the confidentiality of the 
proceedings in the meantime while this work towards publication of these documents 
is still taking place. 
 
In addition to the above, Regulation 13(1) of the EIRs would also apply to certain 
aspects of the information in scope of your request too, where it is required to protect 
personal information of individuals, such as their names and initials. Disclosure of 
these details would breach the data protection principles set out at s.35 of the Data 
Protection Act 2018 and Article 5 of the General Data Protection Regulations. 
 
If you have any enquiries about this response, please contact me in the first instance 
at FOI@networkrail.co.uk or on 01908 782405.  Details of your appeal rights are 
below. 
 
Please remember to quote the reference number at the top of this letter in all future 
communications. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Anisha Pandya 
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Information Officer 
 
The information supplied to you continues to be protected by copyright.  You are free 
to use it for your own purposes, including for private study and non-commercial 
research, and for any other purpose authorised by an exception in current copyright 
law.  Documents (except photographs) can also be used in the UK without requiring 
permission for the purposes of news reporting.  Any other re-use, for example 
commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright holder. Please 
contact me if you wish to re-use the information and need to seek the permission of 
the copyright holder.  
 
 
Appeal Rights 

If you are unhappy with the way your request has been handled and wish to make a 

complaint or request a review of our decision, please write to the FOI Compliance 

and Appeals Manager at Network Rail, Freedom of Information, The Quadrant, Elder 

Gate, Milton Keynes, MK9 1EN, or by email at FOI@networkrail.co.uk. Your request 

must be submitted within 40 working days of receipt of this letter.  

 
If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review, you have the right to 
apply directly to the Information Commissioner for a decision.  The Information 
Commissioner can be contacted at: 
 
Information Commissioner's Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
Cheshire SK9 5AF 
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