
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Information relating to the Tatsfield Monitoring Station'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1][image: ]

[image: ]

[image: ]

 

 
Steven Connolly 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx

 

 
 
26 January 2010 
 
 
Dear Mr Connolly, 
 
Freedom of Information Act 2000 – RFI20091766 
 
Thank you for your request under the Freedom of Information Act (‘the Act’) of 29 December, 
seeking information in relation to the Tatsfield Monitoring Station.  
 
As you may be aware, Tatsfield was part of the BBC and was closed in about 1974 when its duties 
were merged with those of BBC Crowsley Park. Crowsley Park was already established and was 
built to receive signals specifically for the BBC Monitoring Service as it was then called. 
 
The answers to your specific questions may be found in the following book and articles. It is worth 
noting that on the whole, these are exerts from previously published materials. We are providing 
you with copies of these exerts as you may find it difficult to locate copies of the relevant 
publications. Please note that these are subject to copyright and the relevant permissions should 
be obtained before reproducing any of information they contain. 
 

1.  Site Plan for Tatsfield site c. 1943 copied onto 6 A3 sheets (unpublished - WAC file Ref 

R22/1173/1) (Re Q1) 

2.  Pawley, E., “BBC Engineering 1922-72”, p.194 – 197 (re Q3) 
3.  Pawley, E., p. 278 – 287 (re Q2 & Q4) 
4.  Pawley, E., p. 517 (re Q5) 
5.  BBC Engineering Information Department publication March 1961:- "BBC Engineering 

Measurement & Receiving Station at Tatsfield" (re Q3) 

6.  "BBC Measurement & Technical Receiving Station at Tatsfield": article in BBC Quarterly Vol 9 

April - Oct 1954 p43-57 (Re Q3) 

7.  Tatsfield Receiving Station article, World Radio, 17th January 1930, p83 & 90 (Re Q3) 
8.  Tatsfield Checking Station article, World Radio, 7th April 1933, p468 - 469 and 14th April 

1933, p500 - 501 (Re Q3) 

9.  Tatsfield Relaying Receivers article, World Radio, 5th May 1933, p597 - 598 and 12th May 

1933, p631 - 632 (Re Q3) 
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In answer to your specific questions: 
 

1) Is there a plan or site map of the Tatsfield station as it was laid out at any point from the 
1930s to the 1960's? 
 

See Enclosure 1. 
 

 
2) How many people worked at the station (typically) at any given point between the 1930's and 
the 1960's? 
 

See Enclosure 3.   
 

 
3) What were the main tasks that were carried out at Tatsfield during the above period? 
 

See Disclosures 2, 5, 6, 7 and 8. You may also find the following document useful: 
http://www.bbceng.info/Operations/Receivers/Tatsfield/BBC_Tatsfield_March%201961.pdf 

  

 
4) What was the role of the Monitoring station during WWII? 

 
See Enclosure 3 
 
 

5) What was the role of the monitoring station in the ditribution [sic] of information about the 
Russian satellite, Sputnik?    

 
See Enclosure 4. The following website may also be of some use: www.jstor.org/pss/100531 
 

 
6) Are there any photographs of the site in the above period? 
 

Some photographs can be found on the following website: 
http://www.bbceng.info/Operations/Receivers/Tatsfield/tatsfield.htm  
 
In addition, most of the articles enclosed contain photographs of the site and some of the 
equipment.  
 

7) Other than those already in the public domain (and available via the Internet) are there any 
accounts of life at Tatsfield written or recorded by BBC staff members either living or deceased. 

 
As far as we are aware, the BBC does not hold any unpublished accounts of life at Tatsfield by 
BBC staff members. However, the book and articles referred to above were all written by BBC 
Engineering staff and, as mentioned, although they are in the public domain, they might not be 
widely available. The BBC Written Archives Centre holds some internal records relating to the 
Tatsfield, which were produced during the normal day to day activities of running the site.  For 
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details of how to access the BBC Written Archives Centre for research please see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/historyofthebbc/contacts/wac.shtml.  
 
In addition, you may find the following websites helpful: 
www.btinternet.com/~roger.beckwith/bh/misc/maynard.htm 
www.bbc.co.uk/ww2peopleswar/stories/21/a7157621.shtml 
 
We hope you find this information helpful. 
   
Appeal Rights 
 
If you are not satisfied that we have complied with the Act in responding to your request, you 
have the right to an internal review by a BBC senior manager or legal adviser. Please contact us at 
the address above, explaining what you would like us to review and including your reference 
number. If you are not satisfied with the internal review, you can appeal to the Information 
Commissioner. The contact details are: Information Commissioner's Office, Wycliffe House, 
Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 5AF, telephone 01625 545 700 or see 
http://www.ico.gov.uk/  
 
Kind regards, 
 
 
Rachael Ward 
Adviser, Information Policy and Compliance 
 
 

 




    

  

  
