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Dear 

Thanks for your email of 23rd October and for providing us with all these useful contacts, which we
will share with our relevant colleagues.
Hybrid pitch at Regent’s Park
With regard to the Hybrid pitch visit, I have spoken to my colleague  and he is
happy to set a date for showing you and your colleagues the Regent’s Park pitch and providing an
update on how the pitch is performing (the pitch is part of a wider programme of testing for these
pitches). I will be in touch shortly with some suggested dates and  suggested that the GLA
sports unit may also wish to attend so I can email our contacts there the details also.
Draft London Plan
Since we met, colleagues and I have been through the draft Plan and the changes that have been
made to the plan following our representations. Sport England has agreed to appear at the EIP on
those issues we were invited to by the Planning Inspectors but if we can resolve our comments with
you through written representations (or similar) we would much prefer that. Our statement is due

by the 3rd December so it would be good to meet with you as soon as possible to discuss our

submission at least a week before hand, which brings us to a meeting before 26th November.

We are available to meet at your offices (or ours) on the following dates; 7th November, 14th

November, 19th November.
It would also greatly help with the preparation of our statement if you could answer these questions
for us which relate to how the GLA intends the policies to be read;
Policy S5

Sport England welcomes the recent additional text for Policy S5B (4). The beginning of Policy
S5 B states; ‘development for sports and recreation facilities should….’ Is it intended that this
policy should apply only to sport and recreation facilities?
If, for example, a new school or a housing development is proposed on an existing artificial
pitch or sports hall would policy S5 apply?
Would you be prepared to amend the text of Policy S5 B to be separated into 2 parts with S5
B (4) separated from Policy S5 B (1-3) to form a new part (D) of Policy S5 to read;
‘Development affecting sports and recreation facilities should…’ ‘ensure that there is no net
loss of facilities, unless it can be demonstrated that there is no ongoing or future demand.
Where published, a borough’s assessment of the need for sports and recreation facilities
should be used to identify ongoing or future demand.’ S5(B) 1-3 would remain as they are in
the draft Plan.

Protection for built sports facilities. e.g. artificial pitches, tennis courts and ancillary buildings
The London Plan defines open space as; ‘All land in London that is predominantly undeveloped other
than by buildings or structures that are ancillary to the open space use. The definition covers the
broad range of types of open space within London, whether in public or private ownership and
whether public access is unrestricted, limited or restricted.’
Does the GLA consider that artificial pitches, tennis courts, skate parks and sports pavilions are







https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/artificial-grass-pitch-acoustics-planning-implications/
Guidance on Sports Lighting (indoor and outdoor);
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/design-and-cost-guidance/artificial-sports-
facilities/
Sport England’s guidance on Playing Pitch Strategies;
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/playing-pitch-strategy-guidance/
Information about Sport England’s Facilities Planning Model
https://www.sportengland.org/facilities-planning/planning-for-sport/planning-tools-and-
guidance/facilities-planning-model/
We will also keep you updated on the outcome of our testing of the hybrid pitch at Regent’s Park
and we can arrange a visit with colleagues if that would be of interest? One of the Boroughs has
recently expressed an interest in visiting it so I could try to organise for you to join that visit if you
wished to.
If you have contact details for someone we could speak to in TFL about our Active Travel/Active
Environments projects that would be useful also,
We will be in touch again shortly,
Kind regards

Planning Manager
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