MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

ClO-Sec-Plans

Main Building, Whitehall,
London, SW1A 2HB
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Email: XXXXXXX @XXX.XX

Mr Mohammed Elhenawy
request-17793-
XX

Your Reference:

808668 4% 4550-002

Date: 6 October 2009

Dear Mr Elhenawy,

Thank you for your e-mail of 8 September 2009 requesting information relating to
Wikileaks. You asked:

“I would like to know what information you have gathered on Wikileaks and if the Ministry
believes they are a threat to national security. | would also like to know why Wikileaks
has been blocked internally on government networks.”

| will address each of your questions in turn.
“I would like to know what information you have gathered on Wikileaks..”

The information you have requested is already available in the public domain and is
therefore exempted from release under Section 21 of the FOI Act — “Information
accessible to the applicant by other means”. However, in order to comply with our duty
under Section 16 of the FOI Act, to provide you with advice and assistance, | am
providing you with the web link:

http://www.mod.uk/Defencelnternet/FreedomOflnformation/DisclosureLoqg/SearchDisclos
ureLog/ActivitiesRelatingToWikileaks.htm

“..if the Ministry believes they are a threat to national security..”

This does not constitute a valid FOI request under Section 8 of the FOI Act as it asks for
opinion and not specific recorded information; therefore this part of your request will not
be processed further.

“I would also like to know why Wikileaks has been blocked internally on government

networks.”

The information you have requested is already available in the public domain and is
therefore exempted from release under Section 21 of the FOI Act — “Information


http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/FreedomOfInformation/DisclosureLog/SearchDisclosureLog/ActivitiesRelatingToWikileaks.htm

accessible to the applicant by other means”. However, in order to comply with our duty
under Section 16 of the FOI Act, to provide you with advice and assistance, | am
providing you with the web link:

http://www.mod.uk/Defencelnternet/FreedomOfInformation/DisclosurelLog/SearchDisclos
ureLog/BlockedWebsitesFromModComputers.htm

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-
commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other
reuse, for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright
holder. Most documents supplied by the Ministry of Defence will have been produced by
government officials and will be Crown Copyright. You can find details on the
arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright from the Office of Public Sector Information
at: http://www.opsi.gov.uk/click-use/index.htm.

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be
protected by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information
originated. You must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third
party (non Crown Copyright) information

In keeping with the spirit and effect of the Freedom of Information Act, all information is
assumed to be releasable to the public unless exempt. The MOD therefore will be
simultaneously posting the information you requested, together with any related
information that will provide a key to its wider context, in our online FOI Disclosure Log at
http://www.foi.mod.uk.

If you are not satisfied with this response or you wish to complain about any aspect of
the handling of your request, then you should contact me in the first instance. If informal
resolution is not possible and you are still dissatisfied then you may apply for an
independent internal review by contacting the Head of Corporate Information, 6th Floor,
MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB (e-mail xXxxXxxxxx@xxx.xx_). Please note
that any request for an internal review must be made within 40 working days of the date
on which the attempt to reach informal resolution has come to an end.

If you remain dissatisfied following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the
Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of
Information Act. Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your
case until the MOD internal review process has been completed. Further details of the
role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's
website, http://www.ico.gov.uk.



http://www.mod.uk/DefenceInternet/FreedomOfInformation/DisclosureLog/SearchDisclosureLog/BlockedWebsitesFromModComputers.htm
http://www.opsi.gov.uk/click-use/index.htm
http://www.foi.mod.uk
http://www.ico.gov.uk
mailto: xxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xx

