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Our Reference: 202100263605
 
7 January 2022
 
Dear James Keenan,
 
Thank you for your request dated 12 December 2021 under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act
2002 (FOISA).

Your request

You asked for which internal departments and external nongovernmental organisations, were involved in
putting together, and advising on the Health and Wellbeing Census taking place during the 2021-22
academic year.

1.  A list of meetings held with dates, attendees, and minutes of these, internal and external attendees,
with their names and which organisations they represent.
2.  Which specific external organisations were involved, and consulted both before, during, and after
issue of the Census.
3.  Who signed off on the final Census.

Response to your request

I enclose a copy of some of the information you requested.  

The information on departments and nongovernmental organisations involved in the Health and
Wellbeing Content Group is available from the Frequently Asked Questions document published at
Health and Wellbeing Census - gov.scot (www.gov.scot). Under section 25(1) of FOISA, we do not have
to give you information which is already reasonably accessible to you. If, however, you do not have
internet access to obtain this information from the website(s) listed, then please contact me again and I
will send you a paper copy.

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
www.lobbying.scot

St Andrew's House, Regent Road, Edinburgh EH1 3DG
www.gov.scot



[bookmark: 2][image: ]

The Health and Wellbeing Content Group met on the following dates:
26th April 2018
27th June 2018
23rd August 2018
25th Sept 2018
16th May 2019

While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in this instance the Scottish Government
does not have some of the information you have requested. The reasons why we don't have the
information are explained below.

In relation to your request for the attendees, and minutes of these, internal and external attendees, the
Scottish Government does not have the information you have asked for because it was routinely
destroyed, in accordance with our standard records management practice, before the date of your
request

This is a formal notice under section 17(1) of FOISA that the Scottish Government does not have the
information you have requested.

In relation to the Health and Wellbeing Content Group members names and organisations, information
on the organisations is covered above. While our aim is to provide information whenever possible, in
this instance we are unable to provide some of the information you have requested because an
exemption(s) under section(s)  s.38(1)(b) (personal information)] of FOISA applies to that information.
The reasons why that exemption(s) applies are explained below.

An exemption(s) under section(s) s.38(1) of FOISA applies to some of the information you have
requested. The personal names of members of the Content Group have not been provided.

In relation to which specific external organisations were involved, and consulted both before, during,
and after issue of the Census, the Census questionnaires were developed by the Content Group, as
detailed above. The Scottish Government has worked very closely with all 32 local authorities in
supporting the roll-out of the Census in their local area.

The final decision to progress with the Health and Wellbeing Census lies with the Cabinet Secretary for
Education and Skills and the Cabinet Secretary for Health and Sport.

Your right to request a review

If you are unhappy with this response to your FOI request, you may ask us to carry out an internal review
of the response, by writing to Graeme Logan, Director of Learning, Area 2B-North, Victoria Quay, Leith,
Edinburgh, EH6 6QQ, (xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxx.xxxx). Your review request should explain why you are
dissatisfied with this response, and should be made within 40 working days from the date when you
received this letter. We will complete the review in accordance with FOISA as soon as possible, and not
later than 20 working days from the day following the date we receive your review request.

If you are not satisfied with the result of the review, you then have the right to appeal to the Scottish
Information Commissioner. More detailed information on your appeal rights is available on the
Commissioner's website at:

Scottish Ministers, special advisers and the Permanent Secretary are covered by the terms of the Lobbying (Scotland) Act 2016. See
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http://www.itspublicknowledge.info/YourRights/Unhappywiththeresponse/AppealingtoCommissioner.aspx.
 

 
Yours sincerely
 
 
 
 
 
Gary Sutton
EAS : Information Management, Improvement and Evidence
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