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It is possible that bleeding into the surrounding
tissues can take place, this will cause bruising
to the area and some discomfort. Serious
complications are much less common and effect
about 1 in 1000 cases, these include, haemorrhage
from the puncture site, stroke caused by a clot,
dye reactions, heart rhythm disturbances,
infection and kidney failure. The most serious
complication which could occur would be a fatal
heart attack, but the chances of this happening to
you, is less than 1in 2000. It is fair to say though,
that serious complications most often occur in
those patients whose heart condition is most
serious, but, these are the very people who stand
to benefit most from the information which a
cardiac catheter will provide.

The discomforts of the
investigation.

The dye which is injected to allow the X-ray
pictures to be taken may cause a hot, flushing
sensation as it is injected, but this scon passes. A
local anaesthetic will be used to numb the area
which is going to be Used, this may sting a little
when it is injected.

The alternatives to this

investigation.

|
At the current time ﬁ:m”.._.m is no alternative method
of gaining this detailed information about your

heart. W

The consequences of not having
this investigation.

ﬂ
If you choose not to have this investigation, your
symptoms will continue and without this detailed
information your doctor will be restricted to
managing your condition with medication only.
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