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Hi,

Today we celebrate a great step forwards for LGBT inclusion in England’s schools.

This afternoon, the Government published the final draft guidance for teaching Relationships Education in primary schools, and Relationships and Sex Education in secondary schools.

From September 2020 onwards, all primary schools in England will be required to teach about different families, which can include LGBT families. And at secondary level, all schools in England will be required to teach about sexual orientation and
gender identity. This teaching is hugely important. In primary schools, teaching about LGBT families ensures that children from LGBT families see themselves reflected in what they learn. It also helps all young people grow up knowing that there’s
absolutely nothing wrong or unusual about being LGBT — helping to prevent the anti-LGBT bullying that remains widespread in our schools. And through building on this work at secondary level, schools can help all young people, including LGBT young
people, make informed decisions, have healthy relationships and grow up feeling proud of who they are.

By highlighting the need for LGBT-inclusive teaching, this guidance has the potential to drive forward a step-change in the way LGBT people and relationships are taught about in every school in England.

Looking ahead, building on the good practice of the schools and local authorities we work with across the country, we hope to see LGBT inclusion strengthened further when the guidance is next updated in 2022.

More than thirty years on from the introduction from Section 28, today’s announcement shows just how far we’ve come. It stands as a testament to the work of our founders, who set up Stonewall in response to that damaging piece of legislation
which made LGBT people invisible in our classrooms for so many years. It stands as a testament to the tireless work of schools, local authorities and third sector organisations who have spent the last three decades campaigning for compulsory
Relationships and Sex Education, and to the Government, backed by cross-party support, who have introduced it. And it stands as a testament to the efforts of thousands of young people, teachers, local authority officers and parents who called for
LGBT-inclusive Relationships and Sex Education in the recent consultation on the guidance.

Thank you for your all your help in getting us here,

Senior Children and Young People Programmes Manager

Pronouns: she/her
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Book vbur place now for Stonewall's Children and Young People Conference in London, on 5 July 2019.
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Info Line: 08000 50 20 20
www.stonewall.org.uk
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