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Freedom of Information Team

Department for Digital, Culture, Media & Sport

4th Floor

100 Parliament Street

London SW1A 2BQ

E:xxx@xxxx.xxx.xx

Tel: 020 7211 6111

www.gov.uk/dcms

FOI2021/05495

Stephen Delahunty
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xx

14 April 2021

m

Dear Mr Delahunty,

Thank you for your correspondence of 12 March, in which you made the following request
for information:

The culture minister held a meeting with a number of heritage organisations
as evidenced below.

https://twitter.com/oliverdowden/status/1364249272141627392

The image in the tweet above appears to show someone taking minutes.

Can you please provide a copy of those minutes, and any/or action points
that were agreed.

We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the Act). I can
confirm that the Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) does hold
information within scope of your request.

With regards to the minutes of the meeting, we consider this information to be exempt from
disclosure under sections 36(2)(b)(i) and 36(2)(b)(ii) of the Act, because its disclosure
would, or would be likely to, prejudice the effective conduct of public affairs.
Section 36 is a qualified exemption and I have considered whether the balance of the public
interest favours disclosing or withholding the information. Please note, in order to utilise
these exemptions we obtained the reasonable opinion of a qualified person.

In favour of releasing the information:
There is a general public interest in greater transparency, which makes government more
accountable to the electorate and increases trust. There is a public interest in the workings
of government and we recognise the current heightened public interest in the issue of
contested heritage and release of the requested information would shed more light on
current government thinking around this issue.
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In favour of maintaining the exemption:
In favour of withholding the information we considered the public interest in preserving the
'safe space' around government officials and ministers so that they can communicate with
industry stakeholders with confidence. Ministers and policy officials need to be able to
engage in free and frank discussions with these stakeholders for the purposes of
deliberation, likewise stakeholders need to be comfortable in providing similarly frank views.
There must be a balance between providing the public with information and ensuring the
government can continue to maintain candid relationships with stakeholders, who can offer
important advice and information for consideration during policy development.

Additionally, we considered that disclosing the information could act as a deterrent to
external stakeholders, who might be reluctant to engage fully with us in future for fear that
their views around sensitive topics might be disclosed. This would reduce the quality of the
discussions we have with stakeholders. In a worst-case scenario, they may not engage with
the department in the future. It is vital that government is able to effectively work with, and
cooperate with, stakeholders as trends and issues affecting DCMS sectors change over
time. This helps ensure that we are adaptable and policy development is as efficient as
possible. To develop effective policy solutions officials must have a full range of information,
which is only possible if our stakeholders feel comfortable that their views will be treated in
confidence. This is why disclosure of those views is not in the public interest.

Yours sincerely,

Freedom of Information Team
Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport

Complaints and comments
As is customary in our replies, I should explain that if you are dissatisfied with any aspect of
our response to your request for information, and/or wish to appeal against information
being withheld from you, please send full details within two calendar months of the date of
this response to: xxx@xxxx.xxx.xx. You have the right to ask the Information
Commissioner’s Office (ICO) to investigate any aspect of your complaint. Please note that
the ICO is likely to expect internal complaints procedures to have been exhausted before
beginning an investigation.




    

  

  
