
  
  
    [image: WhatDoTheyKnow]
  

  
    Download original attachment
    
(PDF file)
  

  
    This is an HTML version of an attachment to the Freedom of Information request
    'Hep C Register Questions'.
  




  
    
      
[bookmark: 1][image: ]

 

 

 

Public Accountability Unit 

  T  020 8327 6920 

Wellington House 

 

133-155 Waterloo Road 

 

London SE1 8UG 

www.gov.uk/phe  

 

By email 
xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx@xxxxxxxxxxxxxx.xxx 
 
Our ref: 09/03/ab/1273 
 

6 April 2020 

 
Dear Mr Evans 
 
Re: FOI Request – Hepatitis C National Register 
 
Thank you for your email of 9 March 2020 in which you asked us for information about the 
Hepatitis C National Register. In accordance with Section 1(1)(a) of the Freedom of 
Information Act 2000 (the Act), I can confirm that PHE holds the information you have 
specified.  
 
You asked: 
 
Please supply a list showing the top 10 most common causes of death amongst those who 
were enrolled on the Hepatitis C national register, were thought to have been infected with 
Hepatitis C via Blood Transfusion and have now died. For each cause of death amongst 
those infected with Hep C via blood transfusion, please state how many people have died 
with that cause of death listed. 
  
I have answered your questions in the order you have raised them: 
 
We last undertook a survival analysis at the end of 2004, after an average of 16 years of 
infection, in a cohort of individuals who acquired their infections on a known date in the 
United Kingdom. A total of 924 HCV-infected transfusion recipients (cases) and 475 anti-
HCV negative transfusion recipients (controls) were eligible for inclusion in the study.  
 
Survival was compared between cases and controls to see if there was any excess mortality 
attributable to HCV. The results showed that all-cause mortality was not significantly different 
between cases and controls (hazard ratio 1.17, 95% CI 0.92–1.49, P=0.21). However, the 
risk of death directly from liver disease was higher in cases than controls (hazard ratio 2.71, 
95% CI 1.09–6.75, P=0.03). Nearly 30% of those HCV infected cases who died directly from 
liver disease were known to have consumed excess alcohol. There is information in the 
paper relating to causes of death for cases and controls (see attached). 
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[bookmark: 2]We are currently in the process of arranging to repeat this survival analysis; this work is in 
progress and therefore, this information is exempt under Section 22 – Information intended 
for future publication, exemption. 
 
If you have any queries regarding the information that has been supplied to you, please refer 
your query to me in writing in the first instance.  If you remain dissatisfied and would like to 
request an internal review, then please contact us at the address above or by emailing 
xxx@xxx.xxx.xx. 
 
Please note that you have the right to an independent review by the Information 
Commissioner’s Office if a complaint cannot be resolved through the PHE complaints 
procedure.  The Information Commissioner’s Office can be contacted by writing to 
Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 
5AF.  
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Freedom of Information team 
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